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"HEN God Almi hity 6 K- 
| a Being/to' __ and ras J 
to-wear his Makers Image; p 
him no other Guide! to be 
than'the Law: of Nature or Reaſon, 1 

the Government © of - which he liv'd the : ; 
firſt rwo thouſand Years after his Creation,” | 
But as'the'Law of Reaſon was not ſuffi» - 
cient of .it ſelf, to. keep Man in that- un». ' 7 
akerable Obedience which was due to his ' 
Creator:z 3 It was but cieceſlary. to give him -- 
=_ ive Rules to Wall by. { Wheres' £ 
Lord commanded: Moſes to write'a - 
| which bears the: Nm 


z 1d Law, 2nd @s contain'd inthe Old Tefin-. 
nſomts [This Law "0s reveal 110! Men 
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was neceſſary for Humane Capacities, - as | 

x wet the. New Teſtament, God did then 
often appear to/hi props, H 
fruQt 's ri 
hes bf e would- have un 


it was His will they-ſho ne 
"And Men I det ole Eaxy bf the Olg | 
Tcſamit, ſuperadded to the Law of Na-' 
rure (which is the/ſame it ps > - of 


tures ) till: God -youchſafed to cony 
Knowledge of His YI to us,” : 


more-full and exc ef, yes 


Holy Ghoſt, in the New Teſtament + 
this: Law of the: New /Teftament-/is that 


'which-weare directed by to. this 'very day,! 
beihg abſolv'd-by it/ from our Qbedience ta? 
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a great part- of the Old. Vid.. Ga/at. 4- 


: And as this Law of the New Concnany, 
way, reveal d: to -us after a +more gnnting 


wanner,/ than that/ of the Didinla 
Precepts which = kepragyrencer ry: 
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ſome within it of ſrch: refileſ and peeviſh 
Spirits, as to difturb its Pea and: Quiet, b | 
making Diviſions and Schlns ini in;it:; wh 
St. -Pasl foreſaw,. when he: told; the Eh 
As 20. 30... Alſo of your - ſebues hall 
arſe ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw Diſcs. 
ples after thew. But though there have been | 
a WAYS ſome Diviſions in hs C Charch-eve: 
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the * that the Bi -were too 
"nd the- Power of he Biſhops too 
| Great. | And becauſe the Milt iters were not 
fo Able and Holy Men-as they wndd he, and - 
becauſe they diſlik'd the Liturgics xd Pub. 
lick mf of the Church, and for Cech-likee 
Reaſons. - And a little before in the Third 
Century , began the Novatian Schiſm at 
Rome ; for that Novatus thinking the Biſhop- | 
ricks too Large, would needs be choſen Bi- 
ſhop in the ſame City where Cornelius was 
choſen before : But both theſe Schiſins were - 
condemned, This by the Council of Carrh. 
and the Council 'of C onſtantinople , and by 
' St. Cyprian, Ep. 52. N. 4, &s. And That of 
the Dopatifts by all the Catholick Biſhops at 
the Conference at Carth. See Conference of the 
Third Day, Chap. 4. And by St. Augaſtine 
in his Books againſt Borat Petilian, and 
the other Doxatift Biſhops. 
But not long after, + 5k the Fifth ad 
Sixth Century, the Errors, and Corruptions | 
in the Church, -began to Increaſe more abun- 
' dantly;and appear more bare-fac'd and open- 
If, than formerly: they had done; for that 
as the Roman Empire began to decline, there 
follow'd a general decay-of Learning, and 
groſs Ignorance had' over-ſpread the Earth ; 
inſomuctythat many of the Prieſts themſelves | 
cou'd 
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cou'd 'not read Latin ; and then it was no. 7 
difficult Matter to bring in what Herefies , 
and'Schiſms Men - won'd. And this was 
the time that riot of the Errors and Cor- 


- 


 ruptions of the Church of Rowe, - were intro- 


duced, as Dr, Comber obſerves, in his Advice. 


t0 the Roman Catholuks of Enighnd. = 


. Under this Cloud of & rv and Dark- - 
| | id for many Huns . 
dreds of Years; till about the” Year r516. 
when it pleaſed God to open the Eyes of 
fome of his People, and to let them ſe thoſe 
great Abuſes with which the World had 
been ſo long abus'd, and under the Burden 
of which, the Church had groan'd. for fo 
many Hundred Years. And rhough here in 
England, there has been for many Years be- 
fore the Reformation, a ſtrong Diſpoſition 
that way, as may appear by the ſeveral ARts 
of Parliament made fince the Conqueſt, to 
leflen and take away the Pope's Power and 
Authority, as well in Ecclefiaſtical as Civil 
Matters within theſe Kingdoms. See Coke's 
5th Rep. De jure Regis Ecclefiaſtico. Yet the 
Pope had always ſo great an Intereſt at Court, 
and the Clergy 'in the Nation, having got 
moſt of the Lands into their. own - Hands, 
that this glorious Deſign cou'd never be ac- 
compliſh'd,. till ix pleaſed -God to make an 
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| open: breach between King H. 8. and the | 
* .Pope; upon; which, he totally rejected the. 


Pope's Supremacy., 'and-afſum'd to himſelf 
the ſtile of. Supream Head of the Church in; 
theſe Nations, and Defender.of the Faith, 
And: thus ; the. Pope: being. quite forſaken, 
*twas likely 3s 1; pale livelong, ha- 
Lafallible Head. And: ſo indeed 
, it,prov'd ;. For in King Edw: 6. days, Popery 
was quite tura'd out of. DNoors,: by the 


conſent of the whale Nation; whoſe *) 


ple many. of the /Churches beyond Seas fol- 
ow'd. And. thus the general ;Reformation 
was happily begun ; and the Chriſtian Church 


being ſtript of all its antick Diſguiſes, began 


[1 


Form and Brightneſs. 


op 


to appear again, and ſhine-forth-in its natural 


- Anceſtors had been bred up in, and: accus+ 
ſopv'd; to;for ſo many. Ages; or to make 


- - rhem capable of diſtinguiſhing on a ſudden, 


between: things hurtful -in Religion, and 


'- Chings Indifferent ; therefore *twas thought 


convenient , that-.no, Alterations ſhou'd' be 
made i9 things Indifferent, nor any. Scruples 
rais'd about. them ; which wou'd at that 
time have hinder'd much the Reformation, 
ſince many were with difficulty enough 
et 6 : brought 


} { becauſe 'twas impoſſible to bring the 
+ People clearly off, from what they and their 
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caſon,: as alſo to let 'our Enemies ſee, that 


| || we'did'fiot break Communion with them for 
' Indifferent things, many things were retain'd 


at the-beginning' of the Reformation, 'thart 


were afterwards Reform'd. Tn'the daysof 


. And this was' done with all the'Care and De-' © 


Eadw. VL the ul IF y-and Publick Service of 


liberation imaginable, and the Kirig arid Par- 


liament tobkthe' beſt Advice' ih the-doing of 


itthat cou'd be had'eitherathoine of abroad: 
Which makes*me}, indeed; /admire to' hear 


every iViterate Difſenter find-ſo many Faults 
in-the Liturgies and Worſhip of the Church 
of England, that' was' ſo: well  approvid' of 

then by all thoſe Holy Biſhops. and Martyrs. 
that were our firſt Reformers, and by Calvin, 
Bacer, 'and all ' the Eminent Divines beyond 
Seas: / ?Tis very ſtrange' to think: that ſuch 
Excellent: Men, and Men of ſuch indefati- 
gable Pains, and/great Integrity, as Cranmer, 
Ridly, Latimer, and Bradford, &c. wete, after 


E all their diligent Enquiry,and fervent Prayers 
to God; that he would dire& them in*the _ 


now every Diſſenting Preacher , though-ne+ 
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Performance and Managementof ſo- great 


after all, fpy ſo-much as'a 


Work, cou'd us 
mote of 'Unlawfulneſs, in" thoſe things-that 


ver 
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ver {o raw or illiterate 3 yea; and the yery 
meaneſt of the People can ice ſuch Beams-in. 
Tis certain, that our terms of Communian 
are the ſame, or rather eaſier now than they 
were then, as moſt of the Difſenters will 
allow ; 'and as. Dr. Stillinng fleet has prov'd at 
| large, in his Miſchiefs of Separation. 


- During all the;:Reign of King Edward VE, 
there — no Diviſions 4n this Church about. 
theſe Matters. There might have been ſome 
. -in thoſe Days. that might have wiſh'd for a 
farther Reformation, as no Church. ever yet 
wanted ſuch ; But there was:no ſuch thing as 
Separation from oh » and going t0 
eparate Meetings upon that account -: No, 
 **twas ſo far from that, that when aftual Se- 
paration was firſt begun in Queen El/izaberh's 
Days, thoſe who praCtis'd it, were ſeverely 
Condemned by: moſt of thoſe who were very 
deſirous of a farther Reformation. me 
. + The time when Separation farit began in 
the Church of : Eze/axd, was about the Be- 
- ginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign : For 
after Queen Mary's Death, the Miniſters and 
others, who were Baniſhed and Fled ig her 
time, began to flock back again.into England; 
+ but the Impreſſions which wete made: on 
ſome of our Diviges, during their Baniſh- 
ment-; eſpecially thoſe who continued. at 
Sw '__ Genieva, 
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chem, That if.rhe 
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Geper/a, (a ha always inveterate againſt 

did not wear off at their re- 
eura home ; bur after a little while, they be- 
gan to inſjavate into the People (who are 
ever wh of Novelties) a batred to the Livery 


ment now began to ſee it Necalfary forthe 
Quict of the Church and. Nation, and for 

the avoidjag farther Diviſions upon this ac- 
count, chat all the Clergy ſhou'd give ſome 
aſſurance of their and Obedience 

to the Laws of this Land, and the Rehi | 
Eſtabliſh'd by Law, .and to the Orders and 
Diſcipline of the Church, agreeable to Law. 
And accordingly , certain Articles and Sub- 


ſriptions were agreed on ; and-ſuch of the - 
Clergy as would not Subſcribe thereto, were , * 


Sulpended : They who were Suſpended, 
writ to-their Oracle at Geneva, Bezs, who 


' wasa Mandf greateſt Authority withthem, 


to know whatthey ſhou'd: do ; Bezs adviſes 
_— "cannot otherwiſe be my | 

in their Offices, but by wronging t Cir 
Conſciences,that they ſhould ſubmut,and live 


. Quietly, but by no means £0 exercile their Fun- 
Qion 
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[rhe doko of :the Habs forthe Cler ns 
 fall:;;: Particularly. Savds;; afterwards Arch- 
*, hop of Tork » Horn afterwards Biſhop: of 

W incheſter, 
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Wincheſter, Jewel and Grindal 5 But Giindal + 
in one of his Letters to Bu/linger, lays, 'Fhey: 

' were all reſolved to fubmit to the Laws, and 
to wait for a fit opportunity to reverſe them : 
And he laments the ill EffeQts of the: Op- 
poſition that ſome had made to them 5 He 
alſo: thanks Bu//ixger for the Letter he wrote 
to juſtifie the lawful Uſe of the Habits,&c. 
And in fine, they all allow'd the lawfulneſs, 
but not. the fitneſs offthem ; and: that they 
ought to ſubmit to 'the Law, till it ſhou'd 
pleaſe God to reverſe it lawfully. See Bur- 

 net's Travels, Pp. 51, 52.-- * © Be, 

- ' But though the- wiſer ſort. among them .. 
did not think fit to proceed to aQtual Sepa- 
ration from the Church, upon the accoutrit 

' of thoſe indifferent things ; yet fome there 

, were of a more fierce and turbulent Spirit, 
who had not Patience to wait God's leiſure, 
but either a Reformation muſt be made pre- 
{ently actording to thetr wild Notions ; and 
the Queen and Parhamerit muſt tack about 
immediately to their Pleaſures ; or elſe: to 
your Tents, O .1/rae/; They will ſet up - 
Churches of their own , and * forſake us 
utterly as a. Superſtitious and Idolatrous 
Church, not fit to be communicated with. 

And thus began our unhappy Diviſions 
in the Church of Exglard. ' 1 ſhall aot _— 
we np "" bis 
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ble my ſelf to trace this Matter through the 
Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James the 
Firſt, and * King Charles the- Firſt ; nor to 
ſhow how they daily increas'd and grew 
wider -; Nor the many Sub-Diviſions, and 
Scandalous Breaches that were daily made 
among themſelves, ever ſince the beginning 
_ of Separation : As between Brown and Bar- 

row, Brown and Harriſon, Barrow and John- 
ſon, Johnſon and Ainſworth ; who all left 
| Emgland to gather Separate Churches to 
themſelves in the Low-Conntries ; But ſcarce 
had been well there, till they fell out all 
among themſelves ; one Man and his Com- 
pany being accurs'd, and avoided by the 
other and his Followers, and the one Church 
receiving the Perſons excommunicated by 
the other; till they became ridiculous to , 
Spectators, and at laſt ſome of them were 
glad to return into Emg/and. This Matter 
has been ſo fully related by Dr. S:illizgfleer, 
in his Mz:ſchiefs of Separation, P. 51, 52, &c. 
that *rwere needleſs here to repeat it. 

I ſhall only take notice, that ever ſince” 
King Fames the Second's Acceſſion to-the 
Crown, the Church of Ezg/and had laid 
aſide all thoughts of Controverſie with the 
Difſenters, in hopes that they wou'd have 
joyn'd for their common Safety with them, 

| | in 
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in topping the Taundation of Popery; that 
was ready to break in upon theſe Nations, 
and ſwallow them both up. But while moſt - 
' of our Eminent Divines of the Church of 
England , as Dr. Tillotſon , Dr. Stilling fleet , 
Dr. Burnet , Dr. Comber, Dr. Sherlock , and 
' the reſt, were imploy'd in writing againſt 
the Incendiaries oft Rowe ; the Difſenters, 
ourgBrethren , inſtead of affiſting us , were 
making taemſelves ready for War with us.; 
as appear'd ſoon after. For when God Al- 
mighty had happily plac'd King William in 
the Throne,a Convocation was immediately 
calPd, in hopes that ſome Terms of Accom- 
modation might have been Agreed upon be- 
tween us; And which, in all probability, 
wou'd have taken Effet, if the Difſenting 
»B + Miniſters had been as forward as we; for 
= how much inclin'd our Clergy were to a Re- 
conciliation (notwithſtanding the Aſperſion 
laid on them by the Difſenters; of their ha- 
ving no {ach Deſign) does ſufficiently appear 
| by ſeveral of their Writings ; See Dr. T:lot- 
ſon's Sermon Preached at the YTorkſbire Feaſt, 
Anno 1079. Pag, 28. And Dr. Sherlotk's 
Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Nov. 1688. - 
See likewiſe the Petition of the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury ; and. the other Biſhops ; for 
which they were committed to the. Tower : 
| | And 
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And ſee the Articles recommended by. the 


Archbiſhop 'of Caxterbury to all the Biſhops 
within his Province. And Dr. S::llingfleet's 
Preface to his Mohit of Separation. B 

all which, . it ſufffciently appears how deli- 
rous they*were for a Reconciliation, But 
inſtead of liftning- to any ſuch thing , does | 
our-Difſenters.break forth into open AQts of 
Hoſtility, and at that very time when, we 
were actually Treating of Accommodatiqy 
with them, do they Publiſh ſeveral of their 
Books, one upon the back of another ; in 
which, they endeavour nothing lefs than the 
total Overthrow of our Church, by pretend- 
ing'to prove, That the Conſtitution of our 
Church is New., and Unlawful; and that 
our-Worſhip is Idolatrous and Sinful. ' Had 
this been at a Time when their way of Wor- 
ſhip was not tolerated, or ours impos'd on _ 
them with Penalties, they had been the more 
exculable; Or, had we began to expole 
their Extempore way of Praying,as we might 
ealily have done ; but at ſuch a time as that 
was, to becomethe Aggreſſors, was ungrate- 
ful as well as.unſeaſonable. But now, ſince 
the Diſſenters have thought fit to revive the 
Controverſie between us, T hope they cannot 
take it unkindly of us,' if we endeavour to 


. Vindicate our Church, and to remove thoſe 
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Afperfions that they have 
upon her. But this has been 
and fully by ſo many of oug.Le 

End to do it bet- 


already, that I will not pi 


ter, or to ſay much mor&than what they 


have faid before me ; I ſhall only here lay © 


down briefly the Subſtance of what I have 
ColleQed out of the beft Authors on both 
ſides, that have writ lately on this Subjett : 
For there may be ſome who wou'd be wil- 
ling to be ſatisfied in this Matter, and yet 
can neither beſtow the Time nor Pains to 


read all the Books of Controverſie over, which : _ | 


have been writ on this SubjeQ.. 

Firſt then , We will examine the Pleas 

. which the Diſſenters uſe for Separation, and 

ſhow the inſufficiency of them ; and that _ 

they do not juſtifie Separation according ro 
their own Principles. - 

_ * All the Pleas at this time made uſe of for 
Separation, may be reduced to theſe Three 
Heads ; OG”. 

 -Firſt, Such: as relate to the Conſtitution 

'of our Church. 5% 

- Second, To the terms of Communion 

\ 5 IS | | 

Third, To the Conſciences of Diſſenters. 
As to the Firſt, to wit, ſuch as relate to - 
the Conſtitution of our Churches ; They fay, - - 
. B 3 | | Firſt, | 


, (16) 
Firſt, That our” Parochial Churches are nat 
* according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, as being 
different from thoſe of the Congregational 
way. Sgcondifgg That our Dioceſan Bithops 
are Unlawful, *Whirdly, That' our Natio- 
nal Church has no Foundation, and-wants 
Diſcipline ; all being ſwallowed up in the 
Biſhops: And the Paſtors of every Parifh who 
ought to have full Power tq execute every 
: partof it,are depriv'd thereof. And Fourthly, 
hat the»People are depriv'd of their right 
of chufing their own Paſtors. 

Firſt, ſay they, Our Parochial Churches 
are not according to Chriſt's Inſtitution: 
For Chriſt, they ſay, inſtituted no other 
kind of Churches, than particular Congre- 
gations, to which he gave full Power and 
Authority to govern themſelves, diſtinctly 
and Independent of all other Churches. 

But where have they Authority for this 

Opinion ? Where do they find that Churches 
were limitted to particular Congregations ? 
not 1a Scripture ; for there is no tolerable 
Proof, that the Churches planted by the Apo- 
ſtles, were of this Nature. ?Tis peſlible at 
firſt there might have been no more Chri- 
ſtians in a City , than might meet together 
in one Congregation ; But where doth it ap- 
pear, that when they multiply'd inro more 
bY - | ds Congre- 


(17) 


Congregations, they- made new and diſtin 
Churches under new Officers, with a ſepa- © 
rate Power of Government ; of this Dr. Stil- 
ling fleet ſays, he is well aſſyg'd there is no 
mark-or Footſtep in the New Teftament, 
or the, - whole Hiſtory of the Primitive 
Church. If they will follow the plain in- 
ſtances of Scripture , they may better limit 
Churches to-Private Families, than to parti- 
cular Congregations ; for of that we have a 
plain . inftarice in Scripture, Roy. 16. 3. 5. 
Col. 4. 15. in the Houſe of Priſcilla and 
Aquilla, but not a word of the other : - And 
if they wou'd keep to theſe plain inſtances of 
Scripture, they might fully enjoy the Liberty 
of their Conſciences, and avoid the: Scandal 
of breaking the Laws. | | 
But the Scripture 1s ſofar from making every 
COT an Independent Church, that it 
_ plainly ſhews us, the Notion-of a Church was 
then the ſame witlra Diocelſs, or all the Chri- 
ſtians of a City, which were under the Inſpe- 
Qtion of one Biſhop : For, if we obſerve the 
Language of the Scripture, we ſhall find this | 
Obſervation not once to fail; that when 
Churches are ſpoken of,they are the Churches 
of a Province : As the Churches of Fades, 
x Theſſ. 2. 14. The Churches of Aſia, 1 Cor. 
16. 19.” Of Syria. and Cilicia, Ads 15.4t- 
| B 4 * Churches 
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(18) 
| hes .-of Talatis, 1 Cor. 16. 1. Gal. 
Tr. 2. Churches of Macedowia, 2 Cor. 8.x. 
But when all the Chriftians of a City are 
Spoken of, it- igſtill call'd the Church of that 
. City ;- as;the Church of Antroch, the Church 
at Corizth , the Church of Epheſus, &c. So 
that-it ſeems plain: from. the Teſtimony of 
Scripture, that-Churches were not , limitted 
to particular: Congragetions, unleſs they. will 
ſay, that all the Chriſtians in the largeſt of 
theſe Cities mention'd in-Sgripture, ' were no 
more than «cou'd conveniently meet in one 
Congregation ; which ſhall be ſhown to 
otherwiſe hereafter. Fo IN? 
But ſyppoſe we ſhou'd grant that the Apo- 
. ſtplick Churches , were Congregational - (as 
'tis plain they were not) what then ? that 
might have.been fram. the Circumſtances of - 
Times,or ſmall number of Chriſtians in thoſe 
Days; muſt 'it therefore follaw that they 
muſt always continue ſo-? Why da they nor 
waſh one anothers Feet, as var hg on 
+ 4,1:c4....41... commanded his Apoſtles 
eo Wen þ. to-do the ſame * : So the 
roſe Digs, why does any of firſt Civil Government 
—_ Wikes For $:.Paul ſaxs. Was by God's own Infti- 
plainly, Let Biſhops and tution over Families ; 
D— wi oy + ng a they may by the ſame 


& 12, - .. Rule think 'themſelves 


bound 


- 


g - 
wa .- * 


<; } 


bound to overthrow King doms; IE bito ; 


things back' to Gods firſt Inftirution.” 'From 
whence it appears how ridiculous that fancy 
ef theirs is , That the Scripture is the only 
Rule of all things pertaining to Diſcipline 
and Worſhip ; and that we muft tick ſopre- 
ciſely to the Letter of it, and to the practice 
of thoſe Days, as that *tis not lawful to vary 
from it in any little indifferent Circum- 
ſtance for the ſake of Publick Order, or Con- 
Veniency. | | 

But as this notion of Congregational Chur- 
ches does. not agree with the words of the 
New Teftament; ſo neither does it with the 
Judgment and PraQtice of the Primitive 
Church ; For by the ancient Canongof the 
Church it appears, That the Notion of a 
Church, was the ſame with that of a \Dio- 
ceſs, which comprehended many Congrega- 
tions, or Pariſhes. Sce Canons Vrzcer. 6, 


15, 16, Conſtant.c. 6. Chalcedon 17. 20. 26. - 
Antioch c. 2.5, Codex Ecclef. Africe, C.-53. 


. $5. Concil. Gangre. C. 6. Concil. Carthag. 
C. FO, II. | 


And thus much as to the firſt ObjeQion 


againſt. the Conſtitution of our Church, as 


differing from thoſe of -the Congregational . 
way ; and therefore not of Chriſt's Inſti-' 


tution, | : 
"mn 
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. (20) 
The Second Objeftion againſt the Confti- 
tution of our Church is, That our Dioceſan *' 
Churches and Biſhops are unlawful ; For fay 
they, 'Tis making a new Species of Churches 
and Church-Government , without God's 
appointment ; For, fays Mr. Baxter , accor- 
ding, to Chriſt's Inftitution, no Church muſt 
be bigger, than that the fame Biſhop may 
perform the Paſtoral Office to them in preſent 
_ Communion; And fo he will have three 
forts of Biſhops by Divine Right : Fi 
General Biſhops, that in every Nation are | 
over many Churches. Secondly, Epzſcops 
Gregis, or Ruling Paſtors of Single Con- * 
gregations , which are all true Presbyters. 
"Thirdly, Epiſcops Prefides ; which are the 
Preſidents of the Presbyters in particular 
Churches : This is Mr-Baxter's Notion of . 
Biſhops : But others are not of his Mind, and 
will allow: of but one kind of :Biſhop, and 
ſuch.they make the Paſtor of every Congre- 
gation. | : NOR: 
But that both theſe Notions of Epiſcopacy 
are falſe, will appear ; For that Firſt, *twas an 
inviolable Rule in the Primitive Church, that 
there muſt be but one Biſhop in a City, 
. though *twere never fo large ; for our Sa- 
viour having left no. Rule about Limits, the 
Apoltles follow'd the Form of the Empire, 
: : planting 
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planting in every City a complete and entire * 
Church, whoſe Biſhop, as to his Power and 
Juriſdition , in Ecclefiaftical Matters, . re- 


E {cmbled that of the Chief Magiſtrate of. the 


City ; the Presbyters , that of the Senates; 
and the ſeveral Churches, the ſeveral Corpora- 
tions. - So ſays Dr. Srl. in this Miſchief of 
Separation, P- 237. and quotes Oripen, c. Cel. 
|. 3.and Dr. Manricein his Def. of Dioceſ. Epiſco- 
pacy, P. 377,0%. affirms;the ſame, and proves 
it at large. Andas far as the Territories of / 
the City extended it {elf , ſo far did the Dio- 


W ceſs of the Biſhop extend ; for- the Church 


and the City had but one Tigrritory.  - © 
| But though this be a thing agreed upon by 
moſt Learned Mean of all Perſuaſfens, that 
there was but one Biſhop in a City in the 
Primitive Church ; yet becauſe ſome may be 
{o hardy as to deny this, I will appeal ta the 
Practice of the African Church ; for which: 

Mr. Baxter , Dr. Owen, and thereſt of the 
Diflenters, expreſs an eſteem above all other 
Churches. *Twas an inviolable Rule among 
the African Churches, that there muſt be 
but one Biſhop'in a City, though never ſo 
large and populous. See Cod. Ecel. Africe, 
c. 71. And at the famous Conference at-Car- 
thage, between: the Catholick and Donartiſt 
Biſhops, by the Command of C as” 


(22) -—» 
| the Emperor , who was become Chriſtian, 
the Rule on both ſides agreed was, but One 
Biſhop in a City, or Dioceſs. See Conference 
' of the Firſt Day. And if there cou'd haveWM 
been more than one Biſhop ina City, the 
two great Schiſms of the Donatifts in 4frics, 
and the Novatianat Rowe, 'might have been 
avoided ; but inſtead hereof, ſee how St. Cy- 
priax among others, aggravates the Schiſm 
of Novativ:, for being choſen Biſhop in the 
. fame City: where Cornelizs was cholen be-' 
fore ;. For, ſays he, ſince thepe cannot be a ſe-: 
. cond after the firſt, whoſoever is made Biſhop, 
' where one is made already, is not\ another Bi- 
; ſhop, but none at all, Cypr. Epiſt. 52. n. 4: 

. And the ſame St, Cyprian in his Epiſtle 5 5: 


n. 6.9. declares, That to have only one Biſhop } 
in a City, was the beſt :means to prevent | 
Schiſm. -See. St. Cypr. de Unitate To 
A. 2, 4- And St. Auguſtine in his Epiltle 
r62.. to tht ſame purpoſe. | 


'But now-that *tis ſo plainly prov'd that | 


| there. was never  allow'd but one Biſhop | 
in a City in the Primitive Church, they have 
no way to reconcile this to their Hypotheſis, 
but. by endeavouring to prove- that either 
the Cities were very ſmall in thoſe*days, or 
elſe the number of Chriſtians in them were 
{o few, as that they might all conveniently 
| meer 


C23). 


meet in one Congregation, And this they 
are not ſatisfied to do in the ordinary Cities, 
which Mr: Clarkſon.in his Book of Primitive 

piſcopacy affirms , were no larger than our 
ordinary Market-Towns in Exeland. . But 
even in the very largeſt, and moſt populous 

ities, they will not allow that:there, were 
more Chriſtians than cou'd conveniently 


m Wmeet together in one Church to ſerve God ; 
he Mas in Rome, Alexandria, Conſtantinople, Car- 
e-W/a2e, and the reft : All which far exceeded 


Wany now in the World, both for largeneſs 
and number of People. This ſeems to be 
very ſtrange. Old Rome was at that time 
4. City fo large and populous, that it excelPd 
5: 8 London, as 1t isat this day, as far as Londow 
p now does New Rome, and had by Compu- 
it & cation ar that time above 1000000 Inhabi- 
k T tants; as Dr. Maurice ſhows in his Defence of © 
c & Divceſan' Epiſcopacy, p. 340. And ſeems in- 
' Þ deed to be very probable, if one conſiders 
it © thoſe vaſt and mighty Pieces of Workman- 
p & {hip, that appear to have-been done there ; 
e 


the Ruins of which are to be ſeen at this 

;, 8 day, as Dr. Burzet in his Travels tells us, who 
py poo from thence, That that Ciry mult 
ave been valtly populous about that time. 

And it was 1n Awrelius his days 50 Miles in 
Circumference, Dr. 2. p. 212. And yet a 
| | 1r. 
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Mr. Clarkſon allow no more Chriſtians in 
this great City than cou'd meet in one Con- 
- gregation. So of Alexandria, which was'1 5 
Miles in Circurmference, according to Pl;ny, 
1. 5.9. and thereſt, all greater far than Lon- 
' dow now 1s. © But to ſerve their turn they 


* .- willreduce them all to the narrow limits of 


a ſingle Congregation, and by conſequence 
give all the reſt to the Devil,by making them 
Unchriſtian, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, &c. + 
*Tis ſtrange that Chriſtianity ſhou'd make 
no better a Progreſs, confidering -the large- 
neſs of the Cities, and Multitude of People 
in them ; and -confidering the Care and In- 
duſtry of the Apoſtles: and Learned Fathers 
of thoſe Apes, and their extraordinary Gifts; 
that in {o large and populous a City-as Rome, 
Chriſtianity ſhou'd gain. no more Proſelytes 
in 3oo Years, than con'd meet al} in one 
Church , notwithſtanding St. Paul himſelf 
| had Preach'd there for many Years : The 
very Quakers in Lonaoz, which is not com- 
parable' to. Old Rome, have made more Pro- 
ſelytes.already , than the Apoſtles in much 
longer time ; for were all the Quakers in 
| London aſlembled, in one Congregation, [ 
doubt that never a Church in the Kingdom 
- wou'd be found large enough to contain 
them. | 
| | But | 


(25) Me, 
But beſides, if the number of Chriſtians 
were {o few as theſe Difſenters wou'd make 


them, how was it poſſible for them to poſſeſs 


themſelves of the whole Roman Empire in 
leſs than 300 Years? They had no Intereſt at 
Court nor in the Army ; but werg perſecu- 
ted by the rors all that time, unleſs ia 
two Reigns ; ſo that there can be no other 
Human Cauſe affign'd for it, bur their great 
Numbers. PI E239 

But fartherPtis plain that there were ſome 
great Cities entirely Chriftian from the Apo- 
{tles days,as Ceſaria,and Lyaaa, As 9.35.and 
others.* So that in the firſt 300 Years, whole 
Cities and Countries being become Chriſtian, 
as Euſebius affirms, Prep.Evang. 1.1. p.12,13. 
*twas impoſſible for a ſingle Congregation 
to contain a .quarter of the Chriſtians of a 
City, much leſs of a whole Dioceſs ; For 
beſides: the large and populous City, every 
Biſhop had a Territory within his Dioce 
which extended it ſelf for ſeveral Miles round 
the City.- For every City had a large Ter- 
ritory, as it were a County round abott it, 
which was under the Juriſdiction of the Civil _ 
Magiſtrate,” who govern'd the City, and as 
far as the Juriſdition 'of the Magiſtrate 
reach'd in Civil Matters, ſo far did the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Biſhop reach in yr” 

| i 
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© tical Matters. Ste Car. Apoſtolic. 34. by 
which. a Biſhop is forbid to do any thing 
_- without the conſent of his Metropolitan or 
Archbiſhop, but what relates. to. his own 
Diocels, and the Territories under it ; And 
ſee Can. Antioch g. $120 . _ .. © 
But that the Biſhops Territories and Juriſ- 
FE _ dition extended far beyond the Walls or 
; Bounds of the City is moſt evident ; for 
Theodoret, who was Biſhop of Cyr«s, had a 
Dioceſs 40 Miles ſquare, and yet he reckon'd 
his Epiſcopacy of Divine Inftitution. - See 
._...his Eps/f. 42. And he had within his Diocels 
: 800 Pariſh Churches, as appears + by his 
Epiſt. 1x3. to Leo. This 15 an Inſtance fo 
clear againſb our Diſſenters, that Mr. Baxter, 
and Mr. Clark/op, and the reſt, have no way. 
to Anſwer it, but firſt that it came from the 
Vatican Library; which Objection 1s fully 
removed by Dr. Stillingfleet in his Miſchief of 
Separation, P. 256. and:by Dr. Manr. Def. of 
Dzoc. Epiſc. p.395. and this Epiſt. of Theod. 
prov'd to be his own, by comparing it with 
his other. Writings ; and alſo by the clear 
* Teſtimony of Liberatss, who infallibly knew 
| Theoaoret*s Stile and Writings. Neither does 
it follow, that becauſe it came from the Ya- 
: ' Fican Library, therefore it muſt not be Au- 
b: thentick » But when People are Drowning, 
W. --; | rather 
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© Father than fink they will catch held Py 
_ ** The other mo they take to this 


Teſtimony of Theoxoret is, That he was not 
Biſhop of a fingle Dioceſs, but of a 'Pro- 
vince ;- and that -Theodoret was an Archs 
biſbop £-but 'that Cyprus, of which he was 


 thenBiſhop, was\no Metropolis at that time, 


nor Theodoret Primate of a: Province, but 


under a Metropolitan, appears by his 16 Ep, 


and by his $1, 82; 34, 94, and 16t.. + Alex- 
ander was then his Metropolitan, - © + 
But Theodoret was 'tiot the only Biſhop: 
that had ſuch a large.Diocels ; for St. Chry« 
ſoſtom had one full as ſarge, and which con« 
tained as many Pariſhes ; he was' Biſhop. of 
Conſtantinople, and. all the Territories theres 


' to belonging, and did not. think it in his 
. Conſcience $00 large } for if he did, fo good 
a Man as he,” would cither have divided or 


quitted it. And Athazafive was Biſhop of 
Alexandria and the Territories belong to it ; 
for he ſays, 4p.p:7381, 802. Magretis 154 Ree 
gion belogging to 4/exaxdria, and all the 
Churches there are immediately ſubjeCt to 
the Biſhop of Alexandria. oo 
But becauſe Dr. Owen, Mr, Baxter, Mr: ' 
Cottos and the reft, have made Choice- of the 
Church of Carthage in” Africk, 'in St. Cypre>. 
. Cd oo IS. 
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- 'av's time, to make their ls to; Dr. _ 
Stilling fleet, to avoid all Cavils, (as he tells 
us) has choſen that very Church to be deci- 


| ed by , as to. the Epiſcopal Goverament | 


now in diſpute between us. And therefore, 
Rs > Cong 
ber of Presbyters, belonging to t 

of Carthage at that time ; and therefore not 
likely to. be one ſingle Congregation. And 
this ih proves, out.-of St. Cyprian's own 5 | 


- 


files 1n his Baniſhment. Particularly in 
.Feh. Book, Ep. 28. he complains, that a 
great number of his. Clergy were abſent, 
, andthe few that remain'd, - were hardly ſuf- 
ficient for their Work. | : 
' And that theſe Presbyters, and the whole 


Church were under-the particular care and 
goverament of St. Cyprian, as their Biſhop, 
appears by his own words, Lb. 3. Ep. 10, 
and 12. 'to the People of Carthage ; he com- 
plains 'to them of- his Presbyters, that they 
did not reſerve to thejr Biſhop that honour 
due to. his place ; for that they received Pe- - 
nitents to Communion, without Impoſition 
of. Hands by the Biſhop, &c. Andin his | 
Epiſt. 28. he threatens to: Excommunicate 
thoſe -Presbyters that ſhould: do fo - for 'the 
future. And all the other Biſhops gave their 

approbation to St. Cyprian for io doing. 
on A Fortune. | ---- Agd 


WR 
And the ſame St. Cyprian in his 4 Book, Ep. 
65. tells them that a Biſhop ia the Church . 


- is in the place of Chriſt ; and that Diſobe-. | 


dience to him is the occaſion of .Schifins and 
Diſorders. See more fully. concerning this 
matter, in Dr. Stillizgfleer's Miſchiefs of Se- 
paration, þ. 228, 229. &'c. And now fince 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter and the reft, have 
.. agreed to appeal. to the Church of Carthage, 
we muſt ſuppoſe they allow no Deviations 
in that Church, fromche Primitive Inftitu- 
tion, and what that was then, any one may 
judge. | | | 
And St. Auguſtine was - another Biſhop 
in the African Church ; he. was Biſhop 
of Hippo Regia, the Dioceſs of which ex- 
tended at- leaſt Forty Miles, as appears by 
St. Auguſtine's own Epiſt. 262. oe 
' *Tis true, the African Church came . moſt 
near the Congregational way of any other, - 
the Dioceſs being ſmaller by reaſon of the * 
many SeQtaries [there ;' the Dopats#s, and 
. - many others : And that is the Reaſon, Mr. 
Baxter and thereſt expreſs ſo greatan Efteem | 
- forit. Bur thar rheir Biſhopricks were much 
| toolarge, to ſerve either the Prezbyreriens-or 
Tndependents turn ; and, that they never al- 
lowed more than one Biſhop +1n the lar- . 
gelt Cities,: ar appears by wns 
| Fs 
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coaid.. Aid in the df/ttes Code, there 


-— :i1s-a Canon that ſays expreſly ;- .no Biſhop. 
» ſhall leave his Cathedral Church, and go to 
- any other- Church in his Diocels to' refide - 
there, See Codex Eccl. Africe c. 71. Which 
ſhows that the Biſhops Territories and Ju- : 
riſdiQion extended/into diftant Places from 
the Ciry, as well in' the African Churches 
_ as in others. = $7 args | 
. I ſhallonly-addto this, that Cal/viz look'd 
upon it asa Thing out of diſpute among .' 
Learned. Men, that a Church did not only 
- take in the Chri/tians ofa City ia the Primi- _ 
tive Times, but of the adjacent Country - 
- alſo. * See Calv. Inflit.l. 4.5. 4. n.2. _ 
But though there were never more than 
one Biſbop 19 aCity,in the Primitive Church, 
«x ou. * yet ſome Biſhops have had 
Firen.as.r,  Twoor more Cities in their 
| Dioceſs. | Timothy was Biſhop 
of Farmiſſas and Eudocias ; Athanaſius was 
Biſhop of Diveltus and Sozopolis.. And there 
' have been ſome Biſhopricks that have had 
no City at all in them, but only: Villages, 
for there were ſome Couatries that had no 
Cicies. in them; ſo have we at this Day, / 
Biſhops in Ire/and and Wales that have no 
_- Cities in their. Dioceſs:; But it cannot be _. 
prov'd: that the Juriſdition of .the Biſhop,  / 
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to any ſingle- Village. So far from that, ®: - 
that by the Canon"of Sqrdics'VE. all the” -..: 


ſhall by no means be lawfuPto-Ordain any 
Biſhops in Villages or ſmall Cities, that the 
Dignity of a Biſhop may not be conternp- 
tible from the meanneſs of; the Place. 

| But, fays Mr. C/ark/on and the reft, The 
. Apoſtles Ordain'd Elders in every Church, 
and then. Mr. Clarkſon names the- places, 
to wit, Antiveh, Tronmm, Lyſfra, and other 


Villages :. and theſe Elders 'or Presbyters 


they will have Biſhops. But firſt, I fay, 
That during the Apoſtle's days, the-namies 
Biſhop and Presbyter were commoaly uſed, 
the one for the other ;* ( but not- after, as 
ſhall be ſhow?'d- hereafter) and therefore 
thele Elders, or Presbyters here ſpoken of 


may be as ,well taken for ordinary, Presby--. 


rers or- Priefts,. as for Biſhops. Bur allow- 
. ing theſe Presbyters were- Biſhops, what 
advantage will ir be to them? for firſt; it 
does not appear, that the Apoſtles confin'd 


their Authority to thoſe places, but'the con- 


trary is evident ; and unleſs they can prove 
this, at will not ferve their turn... But, Se- 
condly, theſe Cities over which the Apo- 
itles appointed Elders, were, large Cities at 

{Eg C9 that 
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Biſhops Afﬀembled at Sardicaagree, "Thar it | 7 


_ (32) | 
that time, by much too great to come.toge» 
- ther in one Congregation. ſconinm was then. 
a Metropolitan, and had many other Cities ., 
under'it. And the reft were all large Cities, 

* But beforeU conclude this point I muſt 
make one Obſervation, and - that is, That 
Mr. Clarkſon, to prove that a Biſhop of . 
a City had no more but one Congrega- 
tion, undertakes to ſhew how ſmall ſome 
Cities were ; but *tis remarkable he ones | 
for his Authority ſomie Author who ſpeaks 
of them long before there--were any Bi» 
ſhops ; and becauſe they (might have been 
ſmall places then, will needs have them to 
| be fo in the days of the Apoſtles, which 
its very ridiculous ; for under the Roman 
Emperours, both the Roman and the Grect- 
«3 Cities were at their height, and did ve- 
. ry much ſurpaſs both for their magnificence 
and number of Þeople; 'any that have been 
before or fince ; nor is this to be wonder'd 
at, ſince our Cities do now ſtand upon much 
narrower Foundations as to their confticuti- 
- On; our Cities have ſeldom any Liberties 
balfa mile beyond their Walls; and are ge- 
nerally but 'an Aſſembly of Trades-mea :; 
whereas the Roman Cities had each a Ter- 
ritoryz, as it were a County belonging to 
it, which was under the jurisdiQion mn the 
| ity 


ty Magiſtrate ; and the Citizens were the 
Lok of the adjacent Country. 

T have now ſhew'd that the Government 
of the Church by Dioceſan Biſhops, is agree- 
able to the of the beft .and 

Apes of the Church, and to the udgment 

the wiſeſt and holieft Fathers of it. And 
ets their Power and -Jurisdiftion wasas 
abſolute , and extended as far, or 
than any Biſhops this day in in Beg lend. 
ſhall ſhew that Epi Gopal Govery- 
ment, as riow ſled in England, has been, 
 and' is at this day , commended -and ap- 
proved of by all th > moſt Eminent Divines 
beyond Seas. - 

Perhaps fome thay fay, if the Govern- 
ment” of the Church by Dioceſan Biſhops, 
be ſo agreeable to that of 'the Primitive 
Church; and approved of by other reform'd 
Churches, as we pretend. it is ; how comes 
it that they all did not follow the pattern of 
England, and become all Dioceſan Churches? 
I anſwer, They may as well ask us, 'Why all 
- the Nations of the World that were ſubje& 
to the Rowan Emperors, did not upon the 
decay of the Roman Empire, when they re- 
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ſum'd their juſt Rights of Government to 


themlelves,become all Monarchies, according 
to the Pattern of Erglend. Some Nations 
4: :- beſides 


C84) 


6 s: , Ireland ad; Scotland, did | 
.  afſume Bt Government ; as Denmark, : 
Sweden, &c. but-perhaps it was not conſiſtent. | 


with the preſent-Circumſtances , or Politick | 


Conſtitytion of all places at- the time of the 


-Refarmation, to ſet up: Epiſcopal Gayern- | 
ment, -as indeed it was.not..-. And therefore | 


fie: 1 exe” Epiſcopal, nor any other parti- 


ind of Governineat is ſo eſſential to a ' 
as that a true Church may not be- 
withouri it in caſe of 1ndiſpenſible Neceſlity ; | 
they put themſelves ſome under one Form of ' 
_ - Government, ſome under another , as was 
. moſt agreeable to their preſent conſtitution; | 
but with this Caution every where, Thar all - 
Proteſtants ,of every whole Church, be the - 
Goverament what it, will, ſhould be oblig'd : 
.ta Conform to. the. Efabliſh'd Church: in 
which they liv'd : For though every Natio- , 


nal or i Church. had-.a Power to chuſe 
what kind of Government they pleaſed for 


! themſelves, yet *twas neverallow'd that par- 


| ticular ſcrupulous-People among themſe]ves, 
| had Power to doſo-too ; This Power of ſub-, 
; dividing was never pretended to , nor pra- 
. | Aid .in-any other Nation fince the'Reforma- 
- tion, butin England, So that though they 
do all allow the Antiquity and Uſefulneſs of 


Eſſential 


NO what yet ſince, 'tis. not- 


1, co a cc. . 2 
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Effential to a true Churchii as. more th in that  - 
of. the Presbyterian or 1ndependent.," ho th oh-.. 
venient at this time forall places, partgrmncÞ 
WW refuſe it ; and yet it does ne follow that we: 
* Wir England ſhould do fo, ſince 'tis convenie 
- WW for us, and more agreeable to the Laws and 
; ME Conſtitution of theſe. Kingdoms, and comes. 
- {by much nearer the Pradtice of the Primitive | 
 WChurches, than any other whatſoever: | 
b But they ſay, we make Epiſcopal Govert- $ 
 Wrment Eferitial to a true Church, for that we 
" will ſuffer none to execute the Office of a'Mi- 
niſter here in Englend, unle(s: they be; or- * 
dain'd 'by a Biſhop. - To this I anſwer, *Fis 
plain, we do not make. Epiſcopal Govern-- 
meat Eſſential to a true Church ; For wel 
low all the Reform'd Churches to: be true 
Churches, and- Communicate *with them, 
and yet ſome of them have-no- Dioceſan” Bi- 
ſhops. ? Tis true, by the Laws of this:Chureh 
and Nation, none areto. be-admitted fo exe- - 
cute the Office of a Miniſter -in any Cathedral *- © 
or Pariſh Church or Chapel, nor to holdany b_ 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice withintheſeKingdoms, be 
but ſuch as are willing to ſubmit tothe Orders A. 
and Government of this Church, and the. _ .*? 
Laws of the Land : And therefore ſince both 
the Laws of this-Church and Nation" do: re- 
quire that all Miniſters wha'defire to ſerve - 
RR 


Eo ® (36) ,/ 
_  nthis Church, ſhall declare publickly that - 
they afleat to and approve of our Form of” 
Worſhip, &c. and are willing to uſe the ſame: i 
as the Church Sppoints, and that they. ſhall I ' 
_ receive their Ordination, and Licence to exe- I 
cute their Office from the Biſhops ; *Tis-but i 
| reaſonable that ſuch as want theſe Qualifica- I 
"8 _ we — hows TR refus'd 
þ rapes 6 'the Liberty of executing” Ill 
H- FF oor Plas theirOffice in theſtKing- II 
Epiſcopal Ordination are no _ __- the peat ny 
ne ball he accnnted 2tow. We refuſe them is not ſo 
fel rh Prief, o Dea, much becauſe that Pres- | 
: ſo as to exeente their Fun þytep54n Qrdination does 
* land, anleſs they be once 07. NOT make them true 
EPs «years Miniſters, according to 
Þ tte Priface to the 016 God's Law ; (as though - 
8 ___ + No inſtance can be given 
of Ordination, without a Biſhop in Scripture 
. or Antiquity ; but all to the contrary) becauſe 
* they ſtubboraly refuſe to ſubmit to our Laws 
and Conſtitutions, and contemn the” lawful 
Authority under which God has plac'd them, 
— andcommanded them-that they ſhould obey. -' 
And this- is evident from the Statute of 
- x4 Car. 2. In which there is a particular 
| Provifo, That all -Miniſters of Foreign re- 
form'd Churches, who come into this King- 
dom by the King's Permiſſion, are to be ex- 
MF | | -  ----. Cepted.; 


—_ 


 cepted out of, and excus'd from the Penaltics- 
H ofthat AQ; And this Cuſtom of we he 
Conformity, and Subſcriptions from all who | 
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Y cefre to be admirted tothe Office of the Miv  * 
| niſtry, is agreeable to the PraQtice of every 


Chet days; a6 will appaty dana. 
$ +\2S Will a as." + | 
The 5d. Objoltioa eoainſt the Conſtita- - 
tion of our - Church is, 3 maid oe 
That our _*_ National cer, mean the white 
Church, which \we call churhes of fuch Nations 
The Charch of England, an Toe refs 
has no_ Foundation, and weir juſt Right of Ge 
wants Diſcipline ; All be- yoann » themjelves, 
ing incroach'd and ſwal- - MT 1 
low'd up in the Biſhops ; and the Paftorgof 
every Pariſh, whogught to havefull Power to 
execute every part of it,are depriv*d thereof. ' 
But this is falſe ; for the Presbyters in-our - 
Church, have as great Power'in Eccleſiafti- | 
cal Matters, as ever they had in the Primi-' _ 
tive Church, What Power are they depriv'd  -+ 
of by the Biſhops that they had then ?--By the 
Laws of our Church, no Rules of Diſciplifte, 
no Articles of DoQrine, no Form of Worſhip - 
can beintroduc'd by the Biſhops, or impos'd - 
upon any, without the conſent of the whole : : 


 Presbytery of the Nation in Convocation, | 


who appear either, in Perſon or by a” & NY 


3 BN 
© Sor "4 
L 


We 4 The i Te cy, Sas the Biſhops of 
WS "the Church of Exg/azd have above the Pres- , 
Ee x 4 byters is, Government ,. Ordination., and 
=. _Cenfures ; which were al appropriated to 
> 77 > Apoſtles, and Bi ia the Primitive. 
';., Church : Sr. Cyprien aſlures us it was ſoin 
=, the African Church, in his Third Book, 
.* "Ep. 20. & 12. 28.27. And ſo it wasin Wl. 
. . St. Auguſtine's «Time, Sce Cod, Eccl. Afr. 

.©..6,7, 9, Oe. 
SER, But, lay they, the Power-of Ordination 
4s taken away from the. Presbyters , :and 
" lodg'd ſolely in the Biſhops ; and *cis plain 
_(fay they) in«he Apoſtles days the Presb by. 
ters did Ordain ; for. Timothy was ordain'd 
_ by laying on- the hands of the Presbytery, [} 
1 Tz. 4.14. But Dr. Hammond in bis Pa- 
BL 0a, this Text ſays, That theſe Pres-. 
_ - _byters here ſpoken of, who ordain'd Timothy, 
- . were Apoſtles : That Timothy was ordain'd 
©. -bySc. Paul is moſt evident ; for Sc. Pazl in his 
0 Second Epiſtle to Timorhy,ch. 1.v.6.ſays, I put. 
"= #hee.in mind, that thas ftir up the gift ;$ God 
- which is in thee, by the laying on of my hands 


- Andthe Apoſtles might then have been like- 

' _ - » Jy .eaqughcall'd Presbyters; for that during. 
. - * the Apoſtles time, Biſhops and Presbyters 
.. Were the lame, and fometimes. us'd' the one. 

Rs the other ; 0s *PPeues PO by copper 
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ring 1 7iw. 4. 14. with 2 Tim, x. 6. In the, * 

8 not the gift that is in him, by laying on the © © 

« & hands of the Presbyters ; Andin the latter, he 

n © bids him, Sir wp the gift of God which is im | 

' you, by the laying on of my hands. > Ec. 

na Y For whilethe Apoſtles liv'd, they managd - 

- & the Afﬀairs of Goverament inthe Church 
themſelves, and therefore there were few-or 

a £& no Biſhops in their days; but as they with. 

4 | drew, they committed the Care and Govern-' -__ 

1 F - ment of Churches to ſuch Perſons as they © - © © 

appointed thereto,- of which we have an - | 


|. z#5: So that although the Apoſtles left no : -+ 
that were extraordinary in' them, as the In- 


New Goſpels, the Extent of their-Powere>s. * 
yet to other parts of their Apoſtolick Office, 

. they had Succeflors, as in Teaching and Go- | 
verning, and ſuch like things that were nor . _.., 
extraordinary. Which-Power of Governing, -. / 
Ovdilag, os. being given to ſuch particu- 
lar Presbyters as the Apoſtles thought fit for 
it, was properly the Epiſcopal Power : And 
thus theſe who were but Presbyters in' the 

Apoſtles. days ,by the acceſſion of this go- 

verning andordaining Power,became Ong A: 

t : | PE after - 
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former Verſe, St. Paul bids Timothy Negte& ©. 


Succeſlors in' Eodems grads, as to thoſe things {> > | 
fallibility of their DoQtrine, and the writing |. - F ' 


Wic;; v5 
te; 5 


3 Y uncontroulable Evidence in' Timothy and T# -- Fs 


Fs. 0083. : 
-- after their Deceaſe or Departure, ' And: this 


| £ ' "will all thoſe ſeeming Differences between 


the words Presbyter and Biſbop, ſpoken of in 

Antiquity, be. reconciPd. And herewith a» F 
grees the Opto of Archbiſhop Whitgift 
and Biſhop Bilſox, and Dr, Stilingfleet in his 
. Miſchiefs of Separstion,"-p.'270. and many 
others. _'Sce King Chartes I. his Debates 4+ 
- bout Epiſcopacy, more fully concerning this 


F, ' 3 : . 
* , But "tis plain, that Gace the Apoſtles days, 
Presbyters were not. Biſhops, but a diftin& 
Order from them : And this is agreed by 
. moſt Ancient: and Modern' Writers: Sce i 
among others, Ignatizs his Epiſtle 4d Trad, 
_ Where he ſays, That without Biſhops, Prieſts, W 
and-Deacons, it cannot be call'd a Church, 
And Herims who declar'd, that there was no 
\. diflerence between a Biſhop and a Presbyter, 


_  .. was repreſented by Epiphanize as a Prodigy, 


and his opinion Madneſs, See Epiph. Her.7 4. 
N. I. 3. So T{chyres pretended to. be a Pres- 
byter , becauſe Colathus had ordain'd thim ;.Y. 
. but Athanaſius repreſents it as a Monſter, 
that one ſhou'd eſteem himſelf a Presbyter, 
who was ordain'd by one who died himſelf | 
a Presbyter. See Dr; Mawr. Defence of Dio- ſh 
ceſax Epiſcopacy, p. 45Tt:aw.nd in the Primi- 
tive Chureb, af'a Biſhop himſelf did Ordain. 


any . 


any one againſt the Canons and ERabliſlvd 
Diſcipline of the Church, they did ace Rick 


ar declaring ſuch Ordination void,” and in 


. ſome Caf - to re-ordain. See Can, Nicen. v, 


10. I6. 19.; and Can. Antioch. 73. 10, fc 
What Sentence ſhall we think chew they 
wou'd have pronounc'd againſt our Precby- 
terian Oraination, as prattis'd here in. Eng- 
land,, contrary both to the- Canons af .the 
Church, and the Laws of the Land too. - - 
But beſides -all this, the Plea which-our - 


' Diſſenters make for Separation upon this-ac- 


count,-that the Presbyters are rag ty | 
of their. Power of Ordaining, is falſe; Far - 


by the Canons of the Church of Exglend; 
; Four Presbyters are to affiſt the Biſhop dn 
giving Orders , and after Examination.,/ eo 


Jjoyn in laying on of hands-on the Perſan or- 
dain'd, See Car. 31.and 35. 


But another ObjeQtion which they make ©." 


to the Church of Erglard, for want of Diſci- 
pline is, for that the Power of Excommuni- 
cating Notorious Offenders, is taken away 


- from the Parochial Miniſter, .and lodg'd only 


inthe Biſhop, But ſure they 'who-make this 


-ObjeQtion,never-read the-26th-Canon, which 
' 1s one of them acknowledg'd to be the Aw 


thentick Chyrch Canons ; For.that Canon ' 
fays.cxpreſly, That no Miniſig hall adaur - 


any 
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-Auny ef his Flock £0 


. the City, who itat certain times to hear all 


ls Supper, who 
ndalous Sin, 


- 5 known to be-gutit 
- Until he hath 'opent | that he has 
- truly-repented.. AMI aſc \ the Offender 
continue obſtinate, he muſt give an account 
"to theOrdnary within 14 Days, who is then 
to proceed to greater Excommunication, for 
_ he :other.is call'd a Penitential Exrommu- 
nication. So then it ſeems the Paſtors are 
'not totally, depriv'd of the: Power of cenſu- 
-,ring for Scandalous offences.; nay ; -they 
"have a Þpreater and more abſolute: Power, 
"han is allow'd then in many other Reform*d 
ches ; for indeed, the exerciſe of Diſci 
"nll s a Work of ſo much Prudence and 
Difficulty,” that the greateſt Zealots for it, 
"have not thought. fit to truſt it in the Hands 
. "of every Parochial Miniſter , and. his particu 
hr Congregation. Calvin himſelf fays, tc 
" 809 1Þ, is. contrary- to'the Apoſtolick Pra 
Qice.:. Sec Calv. Ep. 146: And Beza, ſpeak 
.-ing of the Diſcipline of Geneva, in-his Ep. 26, 
_ fays, The Parochial Miniſters -proceed n 
ther. than Admonition , -but in caſe df 
--Cantamacy, they certifie the Presbyrery of 


Cenfures relating to Diſcipline. 
But allowing a Church wants true DiſciF 
line does's therefore: Joe - its Being; or ju 
| * Na 


LIMI 


" ifs Sepatalh Wire; if fo, thets _. 


found in the 8s, many.of them he 
ving no DichReFall amodg them. for 
many years, nor 10 much as the Lord's Sup- 
per adminiſtred in ſome parts of this. King- 
dom for ten or a dozen years together. © _ 

' But now we come to the 4th. ObjeQtion a- 


_ gainſt theConftitution of our Church, which 


15, That the People are depriv'd of their right 
of chooſing their own Miniſters; $i 
Pray let me ask them how- this Original 

and inherent Right (as Mr. Baxter calls it) 
of chooſing their own Miniflers, came to be - 


. 


lodg'din the Peoplte-? Was there not a Church . - 
. to be form'd 'in the beginning ?.. Did” ndt 


Chriſt appoint Apoſtles, and give them Au- 
thority for that end * Where was the Church 
Power then lodg'd ? Was .it.not ia the Apo- 


| files? Did not they in all phe as they 


planted Churches, appoint Officers to teach 


and govern them? And were not then the 
' Paſtors inveſted with a Power ſuperior to 


that of the People? How.came they then 
to loſe it, for how came the People to ptetend 
an original 'Right- thereto ? ' Beſides, How 
cou'd the People*make -choice. of Men for 
their fitneſs and abilities, 'whea at that time 
; e's + vES: their 


. 


their abilities FY peii Or Fa As 


poftles laying: oa 9 > for then 
the Holy Gh {t vl 7 them. It - 
Te then that. £ ia oF Whos 
Right Og not -in | Snag Ein; the Apos 
nor_i0 the "Ages of the ' 

Chanel, "e if it Bo St. Clement, St. Cy- 


prien, on Chryſo ftom, &c. .could not have 
2 ignorant of 1t ; St. Clement ſays in his 


E 4» $5» 56, 57. (the Apoſtles "thought 
fe. 4 ethyl Power of ting Of- 
ficers ae Church to Ru i = to. pre- 
yent; the Contentions that might happen a- 
bout'it : And that all the People had to do, 
was togive teftimony of the Perſon choſen ;) 
And to that end, *cis true, the People were | 
to be preſent at the nomination of a / new. . 
* Biſhop; for fince, they were to be Men | 
blameleſs and. of good report ; *"twas but 
At that the People that beſt knew his Life 
and” Converſation, ſhould be preſent to te- 
ftify the ſame. And herewith agrees St. - 
Cyprian Ep. 68. (whom Mr. Baxter vou- | 
4 for the contrary) ſays he, (The Biſhop 

| ſhou'd be choſen in the preſence of the Peo- 
ple, that by their preſence their Faults may 
' be publiſh'd, or their gogd ARions com« 
mended Ny, bus fays not a —_ of the PD 
ower 


: | See 
had, but were | 
they hd ur hoy Dn "= 
mon Stock ;- and. therefore *ewas brit afben 2 
able' the- Commuaity ſhould be fatisfied in | 
the choice of them. -- St. Chryſoftops iri his . 
Book: de Sacerdotio, complains much of :the 
unfitneſs of the People to judge in ſuchimat 
ters;/ So does'Sty Auguſtine Ep; tro; 
And: indeed, were there no other Reaſdnk 
apainft the Peoples chooſing their own” Mi- 
. nifters, but the miſchiefs that would: netefs- 
farilyattend it, *twere ſufficient ;- for*whett 
ever-the People aſſur'd/this Power: of choo- 
| ſing; ir cau#d' fo great Diſturbances -it'the 
Church, - that at . Antioch-the Diviſions of 
the People about- the choice: of a: Biſhop, 
inthe time of Conſtantine, had kindled: ſuch 
a Flame, as had almoftdeftroy'd borh Charth' 
and City. The like at Rowe upon the clioice 
of: Damaſcns. | And if the People- have the 
Power of chooſiti their own Miniſters, what 
ſhou'd hinder but thete-miy be'a Presbyteri- 
an; Independant,” Anabaptiit, - Quaker- and | 
Papiſt teacher all in one Pariſh; and fo this 
| D 2 would 
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would ſet open a door to infinite Diviſi- 

_ - - And therefore ts avoid the great Evils, and 
inconveniences of popular EleQtions , -the- 
Power of chooſing thelf,gwn Miniſters was 
taken away from the "People by ſeveral 
. Councils, as i2. azd 13. Car. Conc. Laods- 
ces," Conc. Antioch. c. 18. &c. Conc. 24. - 
of Nice. ©. 3. | | 


The Reaſon that firſt gave Lay-men a title 


' to the nomination of Miniſters, was. when 


Chriſtian Princes-and others, had given large 
Endowments to the Church,'*twas thought . 
but. juſt that. they ſhould have the nomi- 
nation; of the Miniſters for thoſe Churches 
that they had built and indow'd. : And this 
was a Prerogative in the Kings of England 


- ever {ince the firſt foundation of a Chriſtian 


Ehurch here, and long before any freedom 
of EleQions. was pretended to. See Stat. 
25. Eaw. 3. and the Caſe of the King's Ec-_ 
cleſiaſtical Power in Lord: Cook's +8th. Rep. 
and the. Caſe. of Premunire in Sir . Fohs 
Davenant's Reports, Caſe ult. And this title - 
of Patronage : has been 'confirmed to, Eay-. 
men by ſeveral Councils,* as 1/*. Conx. of 
Orange, Anno Dom. 441. 2d. Counc. of Ar- 
les, Anno 452. 9th. Counc. of Toleao, &c; 


And 


Pd 
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And this Right of 4: AFRO is not on- 
ugd i. Epgland, but in other: reform'd 
Mkt In Denmark the Archbiſhops, 
and Biſhops are appointed by the King, > 
they are in" Swedelend. So in other Lathe- 
ran Churches, the Superintendants' are 
pointed | the ſeveral Princes, and the Pa- 
trons' preſerit before Ordination. + The Sy- 
nod of 'Dort hath'a Salvo for the right of 
Patronage. In- France, the Miniſters are 
choſen by Miniſters; at Geneve by. the Coun-. 
'cil of State; / who have Power likewiſe to 
depoſe:them. ' And Beza in his Ep. 83. de- 
clares againſt the Peoples chooſing their Mi- 
niſters as a thing without any ground. in* 
Scripture. Grotivs Ep. ad Boatſlaer \Ep. 62. 
p. 21. agrees herein, How comes then our 
Exghſp Diſſenters to make this a' ground 
of Separation, to wit, The. depriving the. 
People. of their Right of chooſing their own 
Miniſters, when ?*ris evident they. never had 
any ſuch Right, bur when they got it by U- 
ſurpation : And 'tis contrary to.the gene- 
ral practice of the Church in all Ages, and 
even -to the praCtice of other reform'd 
. Churches at this day. — 
| But beſides the anrercanteblewnd of rk 
Peoples chooſing their Miniſters, and the . 
A great miſchiefs apts attend it, by making the 
D3 People 


OS hs _ 4 
at Be: "PR , wo be we bing” 
, 


People run intq Diviſions and Faftions ; is _ 
'. a" thing very. unreaſonable ia "it felf 'rhay” 
ſuch-an ignorant, proud , unpeaceable fort. 
of People, as Mr. Baxter himſelf confeſſes in 
his $aerilegia- Difſert. p- 102. &c. the ore 


made-judges of their Miniſters abilities, and -| 


ſoundneſs of DoQrines; *who are moſt apt 
ta -revile the. beſt and gravelt Miniſters, as 
the ſame Mr. Baxter fays himfelf in his Care - 
of Diviſ. p. 393+, Sure 'tis more likely- that 
' the King and Parliament andthe Governours 
" of | the Church' ſhou'd provide able and fit 
Miniſters for. us, than fuch fort of People 
as.:theſe £ unle6 any will be fo. ridiculous 
as to ſuppoſe that the Magiſtrates, and Cler- 
gy. are all. bad men, and the- ignorant come 
mon- People thej only '1ncouragers of Ver- 
- Fhey may. ay tis as unreaſonable on the 
other hand, that. all the _ of a Pariſh; 
ſhou'd be. oblig'd to take a Miniſter put in- 
ta the Cure by ſome young, raw, extrava- 
pane Heir. that had the good Fortune to be 
- born to an Eſtate, to which the Advowſon 


.. did belong, but perhaps is as ignorant, and 
, unfit to judge of the abilities of a Miniſter 
#& the meaneſt in the Pariſh. To this Fans 
{wer, That though ſuch ignorant Perſons * 
ES | may 


+ 
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may ſometimes have the eight of Pieſerith- 


tion, yet they have not the Power of putting | 
_ Cure any Miniſter WY pleafe off 


the Patron has only the $2" fer 
. his Clerk; who. muft admitted "at 
inſtiruted by the Biſhop, before the Cure is 


ſaid to be full, and if the: iſhop with 'the- - 


reſt of his Cle , after- exammarion had, 
&c, do think h Any way unqualified for 
bg Cure of © Souls , he may reject. him, 

' the Patron to prefent another” "od 
kd for the Office; which if he negle 

do within fx, Moths vo the rime Mo 
Church betgme void, he Iv Joſe his 4-0 | 
ſentation for that turn, and the Biſhop ſhall 
preſent. .So that the Patrony it ſeenscan- 
not put whom: he will on the People for 
their Paſtor, but is bonne to find Peſongy 
idoneam, a fit Perſon. 

-* And now before we' paſs from this mat- 
ter, let us ſee whether the Civil Magiſtrate | 
has. Power to filence gi] or not. 
Doubtleſs' he has, otherwiſe” ? offible. 
that any Kingdbm ſhould. be te”; r fince 
the generality of the' People are fo apt to 
be led by their Spiritual Guides, and rake 
their Notions of Loyalty 'and Obedience 
from them, 'tis ſtrange to imagine that Mi- 
nifters ſhall be allow'd to Preach up Sedi- 

es Toe D 4 | tion, 


(50) | 
tion, Hereſy; or what DoQtrine they pleaſe, 
_ and it ſhall not be in the Power of the Ma- 
* giftrate-to ſilence them. Ts 
--But fay our Difſenters, we are call'd to 
the Office of vhe Miniſtry by God Almigh:- | 
ty,.and have Tteceived our Commiſſion to 
Preach the Goſpel from him ; and there- 
fore mult not negle& to diſcharge our Duty 
in Obedience ta any Power, upon - Earth, 
gr we muſt obey God rather than man. 

* But firſt, T hope they will grant that when 
. God Almighty gave them this Commiſſion, 
he did not limit it to any certain place, but 
"twas general to*Preach the Word to all Nati- 
Ons, fo that in obedience ta God's Command, 
doubtleis they onght to go and Preach in 
_ thoſe Countries where their Preaching is moſt | 

- wanted, and will do God moſt ſervice. There | 
are many Countries in the World that know 
nothing of Chriſtianity, and many that do, 
have not able Miniſters enough ' to ſerve 
their turn ; ſure theſe Men that think them- 
felves bound in Conſcience to Preach, wou'd 
much better, diſcharge theig Conſciences by 
g0Ing 1nto. thoſe Countries, and Preaching 
to thoſe poor People that are in ſo great want 
. of it. Chriſt ſent his Diſciples to Preach to the 
loft Sheep of the Houſe of {/rae{. The Apo- 


{tles. who doubtleſs had as univerſal a Com- 
| ' miſſion 


* 
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| miſſion to Preach, they never went to abide 


in thoſe Cities or Places where ſound Teach: + 
ers were ſettled before, but they choſe to 
g0 into thoſe parts where Chriſtianity was 
leaſt known, and their Preaching would do 
moſt good. Why will not our Non-confor- 
miſt Miniſters foliow their example? Several 
of our foreign Plantations want able Mini- | 
fters among them, they want Univerſities 
and famous Schools to. breed them in, and ' 
therefore muſt needs be but poorly ſup- 
plied. If they would leave this Nation, and 


' go and Preach there, *twould convince the 
World that they deſign'd nothing but God's - - 


Glory and the diſcharge of their own Con- 
ſciences 1n deſiring .to Preach ; but ſince 
they 'do not, *tis evident whatever their pre- 
tences maybe, that *tis ſelf-intereſt and their 
own conveniency, that. makes them defire 
the liberty of Preaching in theſe Nations. 
What have they to ſay to this? Indeed the 
beſt of them give but a very unſfarisfatto- 
ry Anſwer hereto. Mr.Baxter ir» his Anſwer 
to. Dr. Stillingfleer, lays, The Reaſon wh 
they .do not go to Preach among the Indians 
is, becauſe they. cannot ſpeak their Lan-. 
guage, and becauſe many of them have 
Wives and Families which they cannor leave : 
But for his own part, he ſays, if he were 
S but 
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_ bus young enough, he would not trouble 
this cenforious perſecuting part of the World 


any longer : Mr. Baxter has not been always 


old; he was young enough when firſt he be- | 


gan to write againſt the Church of England, 
Why did he not go when firſt he was prohi- 
bited to Preach here, if he had, pertiaps our 


- Diviſions about - Matters of Religion, had 


been much narrower than now they are, and 


a reconciliation much more eaſy between us. 
As, for their not ſpeaking the Language, 


there. are manpof the New Plantations in 


America, &c. that underſtand Exgliſh and 


Latin, and want able. diligent Paſtors a- 


” mong them. And as to all their other Rea- 


ſons for not going, the leaving their Fami- 
lies, &c.. they may carry them with them ; 


but ſurely no Reaſons of this kind, can' 


' come 1n competition with the great Ad- 
vantage of propagating the Goſpel of Chrift, 
and the Peace and Quiet of three*King- 
doms. By <Q 
+ . But again; Fhey ſay God has command- 
ed'them to-preachthe Goſpel, and they muſt 
obey God rather than Man. - So God has al- 
ſo commanded them to obey their Gover- 
nours and Magiſtrates, .and* to preſerve- the 
Peace and Unity of the Church and Nation 
in which they live. Now fince they muſt 
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of neceſſity break one of theſe Commands 
by ſtaying 'at home and- preaching. in 
f parate Meetings ;- and = "perform both 


latter. - | 

And if God Almighty has given them 
commiſſion to preach, as they fas I am fure 
he has given them. commiſſion” no where t6 
difturb. the Peace and Settlement of. a Chri- 
ſfttan Church and State, | eſpecially a true 
Church. - He bid them go'and- preach the 


_ the beſt and fafeſt way muſt be to'doe the 


.. Word, and teach all- Nations, but we all 


know that the greateſt Pare of the World 
was then unconverted, and-had no Chriftian 
Teachers and Miniſters orderly ſettled artiong 
them; ſo ghat thoſe whom Chriſt then ſent 
could have come no where amiſs, every one 

of them was to make as many Converts-as 
he could, there being no limits put how-far 
their particular Charge ſhould extend, and 
no farther ; but ſoon after, even in the: 

{tles days, when particular diſtinEt Churches 
were gather'd, and committed to: the Care 
of particular Perſons, I ſuppoſe, none of our 
Difſenters will ſay, That: any Miniſters, by 
virtue of their general Commiſſion, to. teach 


Yyeas,. certainly 


all Nations, might have come into: another 


Paſtor's Congregation or Pariſh and preach 


(54) | 
in a ſeparate Meeting witheut Licence; and: 
draw - many People from their an ra 
ſour, to whoſe Care they wete patticular- 


| ly committed,' as they could: No, they: 


- whodid fo were often condemn'd by St. Paul, 
as appears in many of his Epiſtles. And this 
is the very Caſe of the Church of Exglind; 
with relation to our preſent Dſſexters; Al 


lowing their” Commiſſion to preach .be as. 


full as they pretend to, yet it, gives them no 
Authority to invade other mens Rights, or 
to draw away the People from their lawful 
Miniſters ;- And eſpecially ſince, if they 
pleaſe, they may exerciſe their Office in other 
places, and do no Man wrong. be 
The Apoſtles had as full a Commiſſion to 
_ preach as any of our Diſſexters can pretend 
to, and ſomething more exrraordinary.; and 
yet we don't find that they thought them- 
{elves oblig” 
to the: civil Magiſtrate though a Heathen: 
*Tis true, for the firſt 300 years Chriſtianity 
. had not generally the Laws to countenance 
and defend it, as now it has. So that the 
- Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church could 
not have the Command or Authority of the 
civil Magiſtrate for what they did, yet they 
| had his connivance, and never preached di- 
reAly in oppoſition to his poſitive ME 
| f. 


d to preach dire&ly in oppoſition 
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man, neither raiſing up the people, neither in 


the Synagogues, nor in the City. And again, 


Aits 15. 8. Neither againſt the Law of the 
Jews, neither againſt the Temiyle, nor yet 
againſt: Ceſar, have 1 _ any thing at 
all. So it ſeems the praQtice of the Apoſtles 
was to preach the Goſpel where they came 
ſo long. as* they were tolerated or conniy'd 
at by the Goverament. But as ſoon as the 
were prohibited by the Magiſtrate, they le 
thought it no ways their Duty. to oppoſe 
the Will of their lawful Prince, —_ 4 
Heathen. ' And will not our Diſſexters 


the Apoſtles did to Heathen Magiſtrates ? 


St. Paul ſays, As 14. 12. They neither ; 
found me in the Temple diſputing with any 


Hu 
the fame reſpe to a Chriftian Prince that 


that City or Place and went to the next , but- 


$24 


But whether Chriſtian Magiſtrates have | 


power to.ſilence ſome Miniſters, ſuch as they - 


think fir, or not, it is a thing queſtionleſs 
that has been pratis'd by 'em in all Ages, 
ever ſince the time of Conſtantine the Great, 


which is near 1400 years. Conſtantine by 


his. Edit ſuppreſs'd all ſeparate Meetings, 


and among the reſt the Novatians, and 
filenc'd their Preachers, though their Ordi- 
nation was as good as any among our Nor- 


conformiſts. See Enſebins Vita Conſt. lib. 3. © 


Cap. 


| - _ 
caps 63, 64, 65, 66. . And St. Asguſtine di 
_ a Saha the 5 op for { 
doing, See Aug. Ep. 48. and ce alfo his{ 
Rook againſt Creſcontus a Dozatif, ch. FI: 
All the Reform'd Churches in the Work 
_ dv, at this, day, filence fuck Miniſters as re 
fuſe to ſubmit to the Orders and Goveramer 
of their Church, and believe they have: Pow 
er ſo to: do. . At Gezeve their Council: « 
State: has the fale Power of EleQting.and/D 

poſing Minifters.. Nay, farther, by the Con 
ſtitution of Geneva, they have Power not or 
ly: to ſilence, but to:excommunicate ſuch Mi 
niſters as ſhall contema the Authority of tl 

Church, or by: their obſtinacy diſturb 
Qrder of it. In: the French Church, if an 
refuſe to ſubſcribe to the Orders of the 
Church, he: is. to be declared a Schiſmatick 
And'Calvin himſelf, Ep. Olevian. pag. 311 
and'122. {ays, Let him that will not ſubmit 

_ _ to the Orders of a Society,. becaſt out.. 
But what need we go ſo far from homt 
for.Inſtances of this kind ? Let us ſee what 
- the Opinion of. our own Dzſſexters heretofore 
' - was 1n this matter. Firſt then in the great Dis 
{pute between the Brownz/ts and the Non-com 
formiſts about; the Miniſters preaching, .&«, 
againſt the Will of the Prince, the Nor-con 


 formiſts all agreed , That the Apoltles had 


Power 


I 


ER. a0 
Power immediately from God to ſt -up his 
Kingdom, but their Power was extraordina- 
ry, and under Heathen Magiſtrates. ' But 


4Y our Miniſters have.' no ſuch extraordinary 
-& Power ; And our Magiſtrates being Chriſti 
Y an are much more to be reſpeted. See Gif- 
ford, a Non-conformiſt Miniſter his Anſwer 
Md to Barrow :i-And ſe the Confutation of the 


Ny Brownifts, by ſeveral Non-conformiſts,. who - 


off join'd together for that purpoſe ; publiſh'd 
by one'Rathband by their command, p.' 515 
= And ſee Mr. Bradſhaw his Anſwer to John- 
ſon, to the ſame purpoſe ; where he ſays, 
That the Magiſtrate had no Power to ſilence 
the Apoſtles, for that *'twas manifeſt .by the 
filencing of them, was intended the utter 
extirpation of Chriſtianity : But the caſe .is | 
iy alter'd among us,. for the intent of a Chri- 
ſtian' Magiſtrate is not to ſilence all Chri- 
ſtian Miniſters but ſome particular men on- 
ll ly ; ſo that the Queſtion is: not whether Mi- 
niſter or no? but whether this or that Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt ? And doubtleſs every Chri- 


at ftian Prince has Power to chuſe what-Mena 
ore] he thinks fitteſt for publick Offices ia Church 


or State, fo long-as they be equally qualified 


»}© according to God's Law. 


But to go on, The Opipion and Pratice : 
of the Diſſenters in the Jate: unhappy Tunes, 
he GR 


25s, os 
are not yet forgotten, -they were all then of 
an opinion that Chriſt's Minifters may be fi F. 
lenc'd and accordingly put it m praQtice eve-- 
ry Party as it ſerv'd their turn : See their So 
lenin League-and Covenant, all who would 

- not enter into it, and ſolemnly ſwear to doe 
their utmoſt endeavour to aboliſh Epiſcopacy 
and ſet up Presbytery , were immediately 
'" not only filencd bur ſequeſter'd ; tho 4 | 
their Miniſtry was as much of Divine Right 
as any of theirs now. Conſcjence thei was 
no Plea for not taking this ſolemn Oath: 
They would not ſuffer one of the old Clergy 
to teach a School. Nay, they would not al- 
low their own Independent Btethren to preach, 
though they had all taken Presbyteriax Orders, 
as they themſelves. See the Letter from the 
Presbyterian Miniſters of London, to the Af- 
ſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, Ann. 1645. 
Jaz. 1. And the grand Debate, &c. And 


*- in New-England where the Independents have 


the Power they are all of the ſame Mind; 
none is to preach publickly, by their Laws, 
where any two organick Churches, Council 
. of State, or general Court, ſhall declare their 
diſſatisfaQtion thereat. See their Body of Sta- 
tutes which they have lately printed. Nay, 
' they are not ſatisfied to ſilence ſuch Miniſters 
as will not,contorm, but they baniſh them. 
| too, 


- 
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ſelves for it ; 
- cautious in ſecuring the Peace and Safety-of 
the Kingdom againſt a FaCtion that has once 


- as ſoon as ever: it is -1n their: Power: 


is "3: 


too, as they did Mr. Willams and others. 


And 1s it not very ſtrange then that the G- - 
leacing of ſuch Miniſters by the Kingand 
Governours of the Church, "who poſitwely 
refuſe to ſubmit to the Orders of the Church, 
or to give their Governours ſuch a Teſt-6f 


their Obedignce and Conformity to the Laws 


of the Church and State, ias:they- in their 
Diſcretion have rags fit'[to require ..of 
them ; that this ſhould be a thing ſo unlaw- 
ful and wicked now, that has yi praQti- - 


fed in the y cnn Apes of the Church, 'and 


by the Diſſenters themſelves when they were 
in' Power, 'and by all the Churches inn! ths 
World at this day. 
And indeed-itthe Teſts which the Toovn 
require of their Obedience and Loyalty be 
too ſevere and rigid, they may blame them- 
for Governours cannot be-too ' 


already overthrown this "Monarchy, 'and 
Church. ' -And. give us all the. Reaſon in. 
the World to believe, That they are ready 
to do the {ame again (eſpecially the _ : 

oC he 
bitter Spirit they ſhow in |Szotland already, 


and. their Unchriſtian like- behaviour -to -all- 


thoſe that differ mo them - in Opinion, - 
 thews.. 


(60) 
ſhews us plainly what we may expeCt here 
\when ever they are able. RE. 

'. And thus much for, the Pleas which the 
Diflenters uſe for Separation, which relate to 
the Conſtitution of our Church.” The {e- 
cond fort are againſt the terms of Communi- 
on with'it. They fay our terms, of Commu- 
-Nion ate unlawtul, for that the Church of 
Exgland injoins ſome things in God's Worſhip 
which are not expreſly commanded in Scrip- 
ture, and ſd makes the Scriptures inſufficient. 
And theſe things are our Ceremonies,and pre- 
ſcribed Forms of Prayer, &c. | 

\ _ Firſt, as to our Ceremonies. The Church 
of Exgland uſes no Ceremonies, but ſuch as 
were us'd in the pureſt Ages of the Church, 
as Dr. Stillingfleet has prov'd in his Miſchiefs 
of Separation : And ſuch as are now us'd by 
the greateſt part of the Reform'd .Churches 
beyond Seas. The Lutheran Churches have 
the ſame, and more - Ceremonies than we 
have: And yet thele Churches have' been 
thought fit to be united to the belt Reform'd 
Churches by the beſt and wiſeſ Proteſtants, 
as appears by a Synod of the Reform'd Chur- 
ches at Chareton in France, Anno 1631. 

And indeed, there is no Chriſtian Church 
in the World, but what do make Laws, and 
Canons 1a. Matters of Circumſtance, and} 

| com- 


| | (&6t | on =" 
' compel both Mitifters and People to obey 

the ſame. They do not believe that every 
- variation in Circumſtance, in God's Wor 
d ſhip is ſetting up' new parts of Worſhip as 
.. | our Diſlenters ſeem to do when they charge 
= us with ſetting up new parts of Worſhip, 
* and making the Scriptures inſufficient. A« 
FB doration, we all agree, -is a ſubſtantial and 
P 

J- 


. proper at&t of Divine Worſhip, but whe- 
ther: this Adoration 1s petform'd by pro- 
c & firation, or by bowing, or by kneeling; is 
Ry a Circumſtance in it ſelf indiffetent ; And, 
EK therefore they who differ in theſe Circum- 
h ftances, do not differ in the a& of Worſhip; 
i: but in the manner. See the Harmony of 
1M Confefions, where you will find what the 
f Opinions of- other Reformed Churches are 
concerning the Lawfulneſs and Uſefulneſs 
«if of Ceremonies : The latter Helvetiay Con- 
od fellion faith, That there are different Rites 
1oll wird Ceremonies found in the Charches ; let 
nll no Man judge hereby that the Churches diſ-. 
"ji /cxt. And the Confeſſion of Bohemiz hath, 
o Wherefore thoſe Rites and thoſe good Cere- 
i roxies ought only to be kept, whith among 
the People of Chriſt do Edifie, therefore whe- 
q ther they be extent , | or brought in by the 
ell Biſpops, or by the Countils Ercleſiaſtical, or 
df. & other Authors whatſoever, the ſimpler 
| : = ſort 


—— 


ſort are not to trouble therelves about that, 
but mnſt uſe them to That which # good. 
And a little after, Although our Men do vt 
equally obſerve all Ceremonies with other 
Churches, which is not a thing neceſſary to © 
be done, yet are they not ſo minded as to 
move any \Diſſentions for ths cauſe of Ce- 
remonies, although they be not judged to be 
altogether neceſſary, ſo that they be not 
found contrary to God's Word, And the 
Anzuſtine Confeflion has; Some Men then 
. may ask, whether we would have this life 
of Man to be without Oraer , without Ce- 
remanies ? In no wife + But we teach, That 
the true Paſtors in their 'Churches may Or- 
dain Pablick Rites or Ceremonies. And Beza 
in his 24th. Epiſf. agrees herein, as has 
been - ſaid before. And Galvin in his Book 
of the True may of Reformation, Ch. 16. 
fays, He would not contend about Ceremo- 
nies, not only thoſe which are- for decency, 
but thoſe which are Symbolical. Let af 
things be done decently and.in order, ſays the = 
Scripture. And St. Paul tell us, x Cor. 14.33. 
God is not the author of confuſion but of peace, 
as in all the Churches of the Saints. | 
But to come home tg our Diſlſenters, Mr. 
Baxter in his Poor Man's Family Book , p. 
337+ ſpeaking of our publick Worſhip in 


our 
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our Pariſh Churches, ſays, 1» all the. lawful 
Orders, Geſtures , and Manners of behavi- 
our in God's Worſhip, affett not to differ 
from. the reſt, but conform your ſelf to the © 
uſe of the Church, for in the Church ſin- 
gularity is a Diſcord, &c. See Vines on the 
Sacrament to the ſame purpoſe, p. 39. and 
many more Inſtances of this kind might 
be given, but what has been ſaid is ſuffici- 
ent to ſhew that ſuch Ceremonies as ſerve 
for Order, -or» Edification,. and are not di- 
realy contrary to God's Law, are to be u- 
ſed according to the Opinion of all the Re- 
formed Churches, and moſt Eminent Men 
both at home and abroad. Y 544 

Now, How ſhall we. know what Cere- 
monies are lawful, and what not? Ir is to 
be noted, That the nature of Ceremonies 
is to. be taken from the Dofrine which 
goes along with it, and may be lawful and 
not lawful, as that is. If a Ceremony be 
made a ſubſtantial part of God's Worſhip, 
and unalterable ; or be ſuppos'd ſo necefla- 
ry, as that the doing of it would be a thing 
meritorious or pleaſing to God, and the not 
doing of it ſinful, tho® there were no human 
Law which requir'd the doing of it; Then 
it becomes ſinful, ' becauſe it makes the Scrip- 
cures inſufficient. And this it was that 
E 3 made 
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made the Jewiſh Ceremony of waſhing be- 
fore Meat ſinful: And ſo it is in many of 
the Ceremonies of the Church of Rome. 
But when Ceremonies are injoin'd for the 
ſake of Order and Uniformity in God's 
Worſhip, according to the general Rules 
of the Scripture, and to prevent the great 
Miſchiefs which we ſhould inevitably fall 
into, if every Paſtor and People were ſuf- 
fered to follow their ſeveral different judg- 
ments in the manner of God's Worſhip, 
then they are lawful and good. | 
But, fay they, If theſe Ceremonies do 
not bind the Conſciences of Men, Why 
does. the Diſcipline' and Cenſures of the 
Church, force Men to uſe them? I an- 
{wer, The Church does not oblige Men to 
the obſervance of theſe Ceremonies, as things 
that bind the Conſcience, or which are ne- 
ceflary to be done or not done in themſelves ; 
but the Reaſon why Men are forcedto ob- - 
ſerve them, and puniſh'd if they refuſe, is 
becauſe they are appointed by the Church, 
and diſobedience to the Laws of Church ar 
State, made not contrary tothe Law of God, 
is {inful, Rom. 13.5. and 2. And for this 
they are puniſh'd, and.allo tor diſturbing the 
publick Peace. And thus we juſtify our 
bowing at the narye of Jeſus ar ſeaſonable 
Te HS: © GOP, times, 
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times, and all our Ceremonies; fince the 
Church has appointed them, . we ought to o- 
bey, unleſs we can prove them to be ſinful, 
which no Man can do, ſo long as the Wor- 
ſhip' is direQted to a.true ObjeQ, to wit, the 
Perſon of Chriſt. As for the Ceremony 'of 
Bowing towards the Altar, Note the Canon 
that appointed it, did not oblige any to the 
obſervance of it, but left them to their liberty. 
As to the poſture appointed by the Church 
of England, for receiving the Lord's Supper, 
to wit, Kneeling, "Tis a Circumſtance which 
may be varied according to the Diſcretion of 


the Church. In the Primitive Church it was 


always taken in the poſture of -Adoration, 
which poſture varied according to the Cu- 


| ſtoms of Countries. Now Kneeling being 


the poſture of Adoration in theſe Kingdoms, 
the Church of Eg/and. has therefore appoin- 
ted, that it be taken kneeling. And indeed, 
*ris but very reaſonable that ſo Sacred an 
Ordinance, and ſo great a Benefit, ſhould be 
received in the moſt thankful and humble 
poſture that. may be, and that ſurely is on 
our Knees ; which is alſo the fitteſt poſture 
for thoſe high ſtrains of Devotion, with 
which ſo Sacred a Work ought to: be at- 

tended at the very inftant of taking it. 
The only ObjeCtion that I know is made 
Eq. againl? 


ad 
againſt this poſture of Kneeling at the Sacray 
- ment, is becauſe- it is Idolatrous and- con; 
trary to Chriſt's own Practice. *Tis ſtrange . 
that they will make us and the greateſt part 


of the Reform'd Churches all-Idolaters whe- 
ther, we will or no: Does not-our Book of 
. Common Prayer at the end of the Commu» 
nion Service tell them as plain as words can 
expreſs it, 'That we pay no Adoration to a- 
ny thing in the. Sacrament, but Chriſt him- 
. ſelf. which is in Heaven,' and yet will they 
make. us. Idolaters for all this ? Has any of 
them ever -writ {o ftrong againſt Idolizing 
the Elements /of Bread and Wine in the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, as our Di- 
yaines. of the Church of Eng/and have done? 
And yet will they perſwade us we are Ido- 
laters? They may as well believe, that we 
Worſhip the Stones in the Church-Walls, 
when we kneel down to Pray in them : 
And truly, I fear many of. them do 1o ; 
which makes them uſe that poſture ſo ſel- 
dom in their publick Meetings: For you 


{hall ſeldom ſee in any of their Meetings, 
{carce one of the whole Congregation on their - 


Knees, not even at repeating ' the Lord's 
Prayer, if it happen to be ſaid, which is not 
often. Their uſual poſtures of Praying in 
their publick Congregations, areeither ſtand- 
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ng, or lolling on their Elbows : And at the 
Reading of 'the Holy Scriptures ; nay, 'even 
of the Pſalms themſelves, tho? they are the 
very higheſt ſtrains of Devotion, you ſhall 
ſee them all fitting on their Breeches, and ma» 
ny of them with their Hats on. | | 

But pray, How comes the poſture of fit- - 
ing to be the only fit poſture for receiving 
the Lord's Supper? Was that the poſture 
Chriſt us'd? No, if we will believe-moſt 
learned Men, they will tell us, Chrift 'gave_ 
it leaning ; which perhaps, he might have 
done on purpoſe, to ler us fee, that he did 
not require any one ſet poſture, for leani 
isa mean as it wete, between kneeling an 
ſtanding, and ſeems to incline equally "to 
both. Why do they - not take it lean- 
iog as Chriſt did, and after Supper, and in 
amupper Room ? Why do they not obſerve.  _. 
all/ theſe Circumſtances ? If one may be -- 

Ypens'd with without fin, Why not ano- 
ther ? If they will not be ſo civil as to Con- 


form to the Church of Exe/and, Why will 


they. not follow the Example of other Res» 
formed Churches ? the Churches of France 
and moſt of the Reformed Churches, take it 
either ſtanding or® kneeling, as being po- 
{tures of Adoration : But becauſe they do, ' 
our Engliſh Diſſenters will take it in no other 

| | poſture, 
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poſtyre, but that which is moſt irreverent, | 
and farce from Adoration in the World; 
to wit, fitting on their Breeches. *Tis a Feaſt 
(fay they) and therefore ſitting being a poſture 
of eaſe, is moſt ſuitable to it: We own *tis a 
Feaſt, but not a common, bur Spiritual Feaſt ; 
and therefore we ought to take it not in the 
poſture we uſe at our common Tables, but in 


a more decent and reverent Poſture. 


To conclude this Point, I ſhall give you 
the words of one of the moſt Eminent of 
the Non-conformiſt Preachers in this Matter. 
Vines, in his Book on the Sacrament, p, 39. 
ſays, *Tis no corruption to vary in occafionel 
Circumſt ences in adminiſtring the Lord's Sup 


per, ſuch as time and place, and poſture, &c. 


Mr. Baxter has. ſeveral times declar'd the 
ſame, and ſo has moſt of the Non-confor- 
miſt Miniſters. And herewith-agrees Hooker 

in his Eccleſ. Polity, lib. 5..p. 366. | 
As to the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm 
*Tis us'd only as a Solemn Rite or Ceremo- 
ny of admiſſion' into the Church of England, 
as 'tis uſual in admiſſions into Societies to 
uſe ſome particular Ceremonies : Therefore 
as Baptiſm, beſides irs Sacramental Efficacy, 
is a Rite of admifſhion» into Chriſt's Ca- 
tholick Church, ſo the Sign of the Crols, is 
into our Church of Erg/end. We do = 
ule 
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| uſe it as *tis uſed in the Church of Rome ; 


for they ule it as a dedicative Sign to God, - 
we only as a Token, or declarative Sign to 
Men ; they uſe it before Baptiſm, and make 
it part of it; weafter, and make .it nopart 
of Baptiſm; but allow the Baptiſm to be 
good without it; and 1t to be omitted in 
Private Baptiſm, if it be ſcrupled. 

If it be faid, that ſince theſe Ceremonies 
are allowed to be things indifferent im them- 
ſelves by the Church of Ezglaxd, and are 
{crupled by - the Diſſenters, why will the 
Church of Exgland impoſe them ? I anſwer, 
Firſt, *tis-not fit nor convenient that ſuch. 
things as are thought neceſſary by the, Go- 
vernours of a Church, to-preſerye the Or- 
der and Unity of, it, ſhould be caſt aſide, 


ta humour ſome over ſcrupulous and reſtleſs 


Minds, and who, *tis like, : would not be 
ſatisfied, were that granted. Secondly, It 
is more ſafe for the Church of Ezgland to 
follow the Example of the greateſt part of 
the [Reformed Churches, which do allow 
and. practiſe them, than ſuch a handful of 
People as the Diſſenters of England, &c. And 
Thirdly, Thege were as, infignificant Cere- 
monies injoyn'd by, the Apoſtles themſelves, 
as any of ours afe now, notwithſtanding 
lame Men's ſcruples concerning them ; ” 
| the 
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the Love Feaſts, and Holy K;f, &c. till a- 
boliſh'd by. general conſent. And the Af 
ſembly of their own Divines at Weſtminſter, 
tell us , The Apoſtles ( ſay they) notwith- 
ftanding the difference of Men's Judgments, 


did preſcribe Rules of Uniformity, See Pa- 


pers for Accomodation, p. 17. 

The next great Objection which the Dz/- 
ſenters make to the terms of our Commu- 
nion 15, For that we tie up our Miniſters to 
| preſcribed Forms of Prayer, which is a 
 Ninting of the Spirit, and hinders them from 
_exerciling their Gifts, and is contrary to 
Scripture, and the. praQtice ,of the Primitive 
Church. | | 

The Arguments which they commonly 
ule againſt written Forms of Prayer are, 
Firſt, They fay that nothing but the Cano- 
nical Scripture, and the lively Voice , of 
God's Graces ( which they call. Preaching 
and Extempore Prayer) are to be brought 
into the Publick Worſhip of God ; and' no- 
thing that'is Humane, becauſe ſubject to In- 
firmities and Errors. But if ſo, then muſt 
we exclude- not. only all written Prayers, 
but the whole Bible too, unleſs in the Ori- 
ginal Tongue ; for all Tranſlations of ir are 
Humane, and ſubje& to Errors. And alfo 
the Prayers and - Preaching of the —_ 
mu 
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muſt be excluded, for the Ertors in the Ser- 
mons ; and cha a of the Paſtors, cannot 


be {aid to-be the lively Yoices- of - God's own © 
Graces. And the Pſalms in Metre muſt - be 
alſo excluded. | ER 
Another Argument is,: That we muſt not 
make uſe of any outward frelps in the aQtion of. 


"B Prayer; for the Spirit they ſay helpeth our In- 
firmities, and therefore written Forms, and 


all other outward helps are ſinful. Butlet me 
ors them,  whonaar ne: < another 
that Prayeth, or Faſting, or the lifting u 
of the Hands and Ti 1 Tim. 2. 8. > 
Kneeling, be Prayer it ſelf, or only out- 
ward helps to Prayer to make it more fer- 
vent ? Sure they are outward helps only ; 
and yet they are uſed in: the very ation of 
Mg. 7 | | | 
Again, they ſay Reading a Prayer can- 
not be Praying ; for Prayer is the pouring 
forth Supplications to God, the other a re- 
ceiving in of ſuch things as we Read. But 
when one hears a Prayer pronounted by. a- 
nother, his hearing does receive it into his 
Soul; but yet at the ſame inſtant he doth 
power it forth as a Prayer. to God, Why 
then may not this be done as well when *tis 
read as when *tis pronounced by another ? 


But 
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But then they tell us, That all Forms of 
Prayer are a'\tinting of the Spirit. If ſd,Why 
will they hear the Extempore Prayer of ano- 
ther Man? is not this as much a Form of 
Prayer to all the Hearers, as any written 
Form can be ? Dbubtleſs it is How comes 
it then, that the Spirit of the Hearers 1s not 
as muchRtinted when they joyn in this Form 
as if they had joyn'd.in a written Form ? 
_* But noe our D:ſſemers have' the con 
| "dence toaffirm, That Forms of Prayer are 
ſinful; and were never uſed among Chr 
ſtians till lately, in the time of Popery ane 
Superſtition, and are ſupported only by the 
Ignorance and Lazyneſs of our Clergy,"] 
will ſhew, That Forms of Prayer and Prai 
ſes have been uſed by God's People in thi 
time of the Old Teftament, and have bee 
| praQtiſed and recommended by Chriſt him 
ſelf in the New: And that both Forms ol 
Prayer and Liturgies, were Compoſed by 
the Fathers, and appointed to be uſed in the 
Church ever ſince Chriſt's days : And that 
even the moſt Eminent of our own Noz 
Conformiſts have heretofore declared thei 
liking thereto : And that all the Refortnet 
Churches do uſe and approve of preſcribed 
Forms 1n their publick Worſhip at this Day 
And laſtly, I will ſhew, That our | Ezgi:ſþ 
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Common-Prayer Book has been particulacl 

Commended and Approved by the mo 

Learned and Eminent Men of the Reformed 
offi Churches beyond Seas. And whea this is. 
v8 done, if any. will be ſo hardy, as to affirm, 
16 That Forms of Prayer are ſo Siaful, as to 
WE cauſe a neceflity of Separation, he is incor- 
my rigible, and not to be Convinced by Rea- 

ſons. . | 05h 

l Firſt then, Forms ,of Prayer, &c. were 
a uſed by God's People in the time of the Old 
ry Teſtament ; for the Lord preſcribed a Form 
nag of Bleſſing to Aarox, laying, Os this wiſe ye 
hal ſhall blefi the Children of Iſrael, ſaying, 8c. 
» i Namb. vi. 23. And again, Dext. xxvi. he 
al preſcribed a' Form of - Prayer, which he 
he commanded the People to uſe. And the 
cn xxij. Pſalm is a Prayer, which the People 
were commanded to ſing or ſay, every. 
Morning ; fo are ſeveral of the other P/alms 
Forms of Prayers, as Ixxxvi, xc, Cij, &c. 
See Origen Cint. Celſ. 1.4. p. 178. And here 
obſerve, That the Dilſentess will alow 
theſe Pſalms to be Prayers, and that they 
ought to be Sung to God ; yet they will not 
allow that a Man ſhould Pray Singing. For, * 
ſay they, When they are Sung, they are 
not Prayer. 'See now what an ablurdity they 
will rug into, rather than forlake their own 
ITE | -+Opinton : 
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Opinion : For here they affirm, That al 


. "Man may ſay the Words of Prayer to' God 
. . devoutly, and yet not pray. 


- Secondly, Chriſt himſelf uſed a Form. of 
Prayer (though doubtleſs he had a power of 
praying Extempore, much beyond what our 
Difſenters, or any that ever was on Earth, 


- Gan-pretend to) when he was in the Garden, 
- a little before his Suffering, he prayed twice 
or thrice in the fame Words, Matrh. xxvi. 


44. Mark xiv, 39. and that too at a time 
when he was 1a ſo great Extremity and 
Sorrow, 'That he {weated drops of Blood ; 
and at ſuch a time one uſually prays after 


the moſt prevailing and fervent manner. 


- And toafſure us that our Saviour thought 
Forms of Prayer very neceſſary to help our 
Infirmities, we have not only his Example, 
but his Precept. for it too, For our Saviour 


taught his Diſciples a Form of Prayer, Matth. 


vi. 9. and bid them uſe it. And the occa- 
ſion of our Saviour giving his Diſciples this 


- Form of Prayer was to obviate the incon- 


veniencies which he ſaw did uſually attend FF: 
Extempore Prayers; to wit, the - uſing 


* Vain Repetitions, &c. which he tells them 


are not pleaſing to God ; and therefore he. 
firſt bids them beware of that, and then im- 
mediately after he gives them a ſhort and 

. perfect 
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perfet Form of Prayer, as the beſt way 't9” 
prevent that evil. Whether our Diſſenters- 
have not as much reaſon 'to uſe Fornis of- 
Prayer for that very reaſon as' Chriſt's Diſti- 
ples had, let the World judge that hears their: 
tedious ex tempore Prayers fill'd with as many 
vain Repetitions, and bald,” and ſometimes 
ſenſleſs Expreſſions as any of theirs. 7 
- Burt fay the Diffenters, When -our ' Savi- 
our taught his Diſciples to pray; he.djd*hvr 
deſign that they ſhould uſe any certin'Forim,) 
of Prayer. *For he. bad them, Lake 'ti:"2;" 
When ye pray, ſay thiz ;'\and (thas) being'an * 
4dyerb of Similitude, does'ſhew that our Sx 
viour did nor intend | they ſhould uſe the- 
fame-wotds, but fome other filich like; Fo... 
this I anſwer,, In:the 3d. chap. of Exod. v. r4; 
15. ' The Lord ſaid nnto Maes. thus ſhalt thou: 
ſay to the Children of Iſrael, E HE TE hath* 
ſent me unto you. And again, the Godof your * 
Fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Iſaac, and the God of Farob hath ſept mit 
#nto you. Here-Moſes (by this Rule) muſtnor * 
fay theſe words, zot E HE'T E hath ſent *me- 
wnto you; not the God of Abrahams, the God of 
Iſaac, and the God of Fatob hath ſent me unto 
504, but the like, And by the ſame reaſon 
the Scripture is - not the very Word of God, 
but the Words of the Prophets ; forall along, 
| F when 
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when the Prophet ſays, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
| rs $9 not tell the very Words of God, but 


the like. . 

. _ From-what .has beea ſaid, tis evident that 
we have Scripture on.our ſide, 'both Old: and 
New. Teftament, for uſing preſcribed Forms 
of Prayer, We will ia the next place enquire 
what Authority we. have-for it in the firſt 
and pureſt. Ages of the. Church. Firſt then, 
That; Forms of Prayer were us'd in the 
Church.ia the ficft Century, I gather from 
Ignatiis who was Biſhop of Antioch, Anno 


. Dam... 99: in his Epift. to thoſe at. Magneſta, 


he bids.,'em, Do: aothing without the Biſho 

aud Presbyters, nor to make tryal of things 4- 
greeable to their own private Famy, P. 34- 
And Socrates 19 his Hiſtory, l. 6. c. 8. ſays, 


That. Ignatius. firſt brought the uſage of ſing- 


ing alternately (as we ule in our Choirs) ix 
fa. the Charch' of Antioch. Photius affirms 
the ſame of bim.. And Theodoret ſays, Hiſg. 


 lib.,246. 24. That this Cuſtom. of Fj ,*- al- 


rerpately, began at Antioch, aud was ſoorm rex. 
cetued all the World over. 7 

In.-the ſecond. Ceatury, Tertull. de Orat.. 
c.. I. 4nd c. 9..tells:us, They usd Forms of 
Prayer. then 1g the Africa» Church. He calls. 
the. Lord's Prayer, *the - lawful. and ordinary 


. Prayer, and that the Chriſtians daily. re- 


peated 
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(ved then,-affirms the ſame,:thas the 
Prayer was, us'd daily; for Jays he, 
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peated that-very Forms... And bs hows they ; 


lang Hymas,: &c. then-in the Church 
nately as we do now. deried. 4d wk Pe 
Pp. 172, 
| And Cali i if hb Jufbe: F(T 14s wy » "of 
firms the. fame, 'That che Chrithi od 

to repeat; the. Lord's Prayer: daily ,99d/tha 
__ did itby Chris, Command... 

ur Diſſenters reconcile this-to their en 

oa. + ocverwſing of it, even gon the ae Lan: 5 
every young Preacher, pore tos very: Per- 
haps drunken: 'Cobler, pr focring Bas their own 


; raſh and.indeliberate: bom 


In the third Century, ,St.-Cyproan Io SA 
Lord's 
The, fr 


ther will know the words.af bis own Son, 'ige 


Cypr..de:Ordt,, Dow. p,:309. And the; ; lame 


Cypriatinhis Ep. 8. ad Gler: & Pleb. : 124. 
lays, Chriſt contmanded.:us #0 pray! far. all men 


in a common. Prayer wherein all agreed. I 2 


pears alſo that the Prieſt 'and- People; pray/d | 
by way: :of Reſponſes; 3; as when the;Prieſt 
ſaid, Lift up your hearts, the People aniwer'd, 


We lift them up wnto theLord. See Cypr.de Orat. 


Dom... 22.. Sec more\ far. this iaterchang- 


.able way of praying \between: Prieft, and 
- [People B. Bil. of Chriſtian Pecos Part 4- 


P. 435 


F2. ' In. 
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3 Tq*the: ſame Centiiry, Origen ſays, They 
who ferved God" through Jeſus: ini the Chri- 
-fiun"iway, uſe frequently night” and day the in- 
Joined Prayers: See Orig. in Celf. 1.6. p. 302. 

_ +5. Mne'StiBaſi} inhis Book de'Spirit. Sant. c. 
"29:p,22+; tells us, That Gregory Thaumaturgus, 
Wd was bi Predeceſſor in'the* Biſhoprick 

 -of' Nevexſares and"coremporary with St. Cy- 

"Plan; compoſed ® Ejturgy, atid-appoinced 
Ceremonies for that Church. -Aiid*that too 
"Iftatape wherf miraculous Gifts laſted. 
2%Tn-the begining of the fourch Century, 

©  4nn Dom! x 5906 -firſt Chriſtian: Empe- 
- ror Conf witine "Gag \Euſebrc tells us. in his 
Zifegf Conſtantitie; #b; 4 #:#7,p: 395) 
ded - his Palate: after the2:manner of 'a- 
-Ehareh,-and- wotild*rake the'Books himſelf 
"into bis hands, cither for explaining/the Holy 
Seriftare,- or- repeating. the preſcrib'd Pray- 
'efs tv his Royal Family-/ 4d Oh 
_ **1a the ſame Century, 'Arhanafrus Biſhop 
of © Alexaxiriaj fhews' us, that: the: Prieſts 
and*People pray'd by way of *Refponſes in 
that Church ; ' for in' his Epiſ\-toSolitar. 
-f- 239. he ſays, ©'Fhe People: mourned and 
/ groanttl-to+ God inthe Churth, all of them cry- 
ins to-the Lord, and ſayinz, 'Spareithy Peo- 
ple,-go0d* Lord, ſpare them, 8&6." .By which 
it ſcekns the Church did not think it enough 
= SD x | then 


ey | then forthe People to. 6. Amen,: but... ap= 
+= | pointed them diſtin; and intelligent! ago: 
n- | {wers..: 

. --In the ame CGentury,: ihe Comal of Lag: 
6 aces, Can..15.-Bev. Tom, 1. FP 45 15 go IPO 
5, ted Canonical Singers ,.;iwho + hag oh: of 
k | Books, and. gone: but_they were allow'd to. 
5- Y begin the 'Hymns.-;- And the; lame Cornell, 
dl Car. 18. Bew: Tom. 1, $461... Or 

0 that the very: fame Lituxgy.of Prayers, Fey 
' If be uſed always. both, at three inthe Afﬀters 
7, B nodn and in the-Evening. And now. be- 
:- | cauſe this.Council is ſo.phainevidence againſt 
s WF the Difſenters, that they have no way £0 4g, 
JB fwer it; they, fly again-to their laſt refuge, 
a which is to. deny the: Authoriy of this. Coyne 
if WF cil ; for,! they ſay, - this: Coyncil of; Laodices » 
YE was but a. Provincial Synod, (or; :Councal; 


4 F * : ” 


But tho? we.grant 'twas.no-more but a; -Pro- 


vincial Synod, yet I hape & Provincial Coun: . 


s bu 7 _ ww 


the univer{al Church, and confirmed 


cil of Orthodox Biſhops:were Good Autho- 
rity. _ But beſides, . this-very Canon concern- 
ing Liturgies, was taken into the:Code* of 


by. the 


{ Council of Chalcedps, + which. Was. a SR 


Council. 


And that they. nt S ; =e Mp of Prayer, 206d 
| Reſponſes, .and Alteraate way of Singing in 
- | the African Church, appears -by.. St. Gypriar 


yy} before : 


88) 
| before't 'Andby- Oprtus Makevianus,l. 2.0.47. 
for*there he blames the Donariſts, -for ſhut- 
ting the mouth of all the People, and forcing 
m t6 be filent.”'l.See alſo St. Auguſtine de: 
Eveleſi:Dog. ci 3. Tom. 3. p. 46 Many more 
Inſtances! and Authorities may be given to 
the fame'purpoſe as St. Baſ/, Ep. 63. p. 843. 
and-Ep:-68: 7.846. (where he ſays, That « 
Prater whereit' there are not - conjoin'd voices, 
N\ 08 half fo fron" as otherwiſe. it would be) 
Cone. Carthag, Cais. 106. Bev. Toms.'x. p. 640. 
But F'will 'referr the Reader to Dr. Combey of 
Litrargies, 'and Dr. Falkner his'Defence of Li- 
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by ir Diſſentets objeR againft' our alter- 
nate way of praying; as in our Litany, where 
* the Prieſt fays half-the Sentence;arid-the Peo- 
plethereſt, far that-neither Prieft nor Peo- 
ple ipeak a complete Sefitence; and therefore 
our Prayeris imperfe;' and we do butmock 
God. Brit- by' what has been faid ir appears 
that: this prayingiby”way of Reſponſes, was 
rd it-the purelt Ages of 'the Church, and 
. by the Holieſt Men. --But Pray, Why may 
not" the - words make as-' perfe&+a Prayer 
when they are pronounced- by two-Mouths, 
as when hp thy duet Prayer-is ftiot the pro- 
nouncing of words;' bit thejoining the de- 
fire and conſent thereto, and” this they may 
rtf | | bf | ho 
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do as well when they are pronounced by Te- 
veral Mouths as by one. They may as well 
fay, That when a Tune is play'd by a Con- 
fort of Muſick, and the Trebles reft and kr 
the Tenors and Baſes go on,as ſometimes they 
do, th#'the Tune is not a compleat and 
perfe& Tune, for if you take either part 
Gngly, it isnot ; but altogether itis roo great 
Advantage. + | guar 

The Advantage of this way of Prayin 
by Reſponſes is, That we can give our hearty 
Conſent to each Petitiqn, after a more Hive- 
ly manner than by barely faying, Amer. 
And alſo by our frequent anſwering of whole 
Sentences, our Fancies are the more ftin'd 
up and enliven'd by ſhaking off thar dutnefs 
and drowfineſs, that otherwiſe would: be 
apt to ſeize upon our Spirits, in barely liften- 
ing to one long continued Prayer. © 

And in the Primitive Church, - they had 
certain Prayers for certain Times and Occa- 
ſions, as Exfter-Eve, &c. See Leo in Vit. 
Chryſtſt. Tom. $. p. 288. fc. 
 Thus'much for the praQtice of the Primi- 
tive Church. Now let us come a little nearer 


F 


. our own time, and ſe what the Opinion of 


other Reformed Churches ts concerning pre- - 
{crib'd Forms of Prayers and Liturgies ;* and 
this we do the rather, becauſe the Diffenters 

F4- - . are 


\ 
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are perpetually calling upon us to reform our 
Glow - x hy example of other Reform'd 
Churches. Tho? I think under favour, we 
of; England have. no more reaſon to follow 
the-,pattern of other Natians as to, the Re- 
forming and Governing of our, Chuggh, than 


we.have 'to do ſo 1n Matters of State, fince 


we have as abſalute and independent- Power 
of Reforming our ſelves as any. of them ; 
and. God be thank'd, as able and godly. Mi- 
| nifters.both in Church. and State to. dire& 
us therein. They may as well quarrel with 
' Us, becauſe we do not depoſe our King, and 
reduce. our: Government. from that of a. li- 


wealth, like that of: Geneva. . 


mited and: mixt Monarchy, to a Common- 


But fince they. inſiſt fo muſi upon this, I 


will make it appear that the Church of Ex- 
gland: comes nearer to the judgment and 
praQiice of all the Reformed Churches, in 


uling preſcribed Forms of Prayer, than the 


Diſſenters do in-rejecting them; ,-  ... 
I will begin . with the Lutheran Churches, 


which. I ſhew?d before, are acknewledged. 


. to: be true Churches, and which far exceed 
1n number the Churches that follow Cal- 
vin's method. Luther himſelf compos'd a 
Fortn of Common-Prayer for the Church of 
Wittemburg, taken out of the Maſs Book: 


550 
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See Luther's Epiſt. Tom.'2. p. 384. Andall 
the Churches ot his Communion at this day 
do uſe a Liturgy containing ColleQs, Epiſtles, 
Goſpels for every-Sunday, Prayers and Lita- 
nies, - togethet. with all other parts of .Ec- 
clefiaſtical Miniſtration, -as| our  Common- 
Prayer Book does; and which agrees ' with 
ours almoſt werhatim, eſpecially. in the Li- 
tany. - And theſe are imposid- on the Chur- - 
ches, as particularly the Churches of Den-- 

mark, and the Churches in» Upper Hungary, 
which. are all-Latherav. Andithe Lutheren 
Churches -do., chant their - publick Prayers 
as' we do in our Cathedrals. And they obs 
{erye Holy Days... See all this proved! at 
large. from. their.own writers by Dr.\Com- 


fl ber his Defence of 'Liturgies 2d, Part, p. 305, 


Cc, os = 

Next for the Churches of Poland, and 
Lithuania in 2 Synods held there, Anz. Dom. - 
1633, and 1534. one certain Liturgy: is in- 
join'd, to 'be.us'd in all thole Dominions. 
Certain preſcrib'd. Liturgies are alſo us'd-in 
Tranſilvania, Hungary, Bohemia, &c. See at 
large Dr. Comb. u6i Supra, and Monficur Du- 
rell his View of the Government, and publick 
Worſhip of God. in the Reformed Churches 
beyond Seas. Printed, London, 1662. 


Now 


| (34) 
Now for the-Churches Reform'd by Cal- 
vin.and others ; as Geneve, France, Helve- 
tia, Ho!land, &c. Calvin compos'd a' Form 
of Divine Service, which is us'd in the Church 
of Genevs, and thoſe of Fraxce at this day, 
and their Minifters are bound to uſe them. 
And ſee Cohen to oe. CY 
land, during .the Minority of King E4.6. 
= ProteCtor 4 that rw; ar Fog 4 Com- 
mon-Prayer Book was to be ſettled by .AQ 
of Parliament, thought fit: firſt to Advice 
with ſo Eminent a Man, *as Calvin was, 
about-it.. He writes to Cahkvir to know his 
Opinion therein; Calvin returns bim this 
anſwer, For Jo much as concerys the' Prayers 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, I much- approve that 
' they be determined ; Jo that it may not be 
lawful for the Minifters to vary from it, that 


it may be # help to the weakneſs of ſome ; 


That it may be a Teſtimony 'of the Churches 


, conſent , And that it may put a flop to'the 
levity of: ſuch as are for new things. See Calv. 
Ep. p. 165. Ep. 87. to the Proteftor, - And 
ſee his Letter to Cox,,a Church of Englend 
Divine upon his Arrival at - Franckford, a- 


i= mong his Epiſtles, 164, 16x. | Rok: 
See Bezs Ts ' Jpprobation 'of Forms | of 


& 


Prayer, Tom. 2. p. 229. 


In 
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In the French Church, Harney Lord: "EY 
Phſſs, in his Book of the Meſs, allowsof the 
Uſe and Antiquity 'of prob Forms: See. - 
at' large Dr. Comber of 5 2d. -Part; 
p--313; - And- fee: there the famous Mon-. 
heur Dail agreeing. herewith. ;; - - 

"In the Church: of Helvets2, "Bud aeer tella 
us, they uſed-. preſcribed Form, tos: Faſts, 
and-Hol y-Days,Ge Bulinge Deco. 2. Serms I 


p. 

The Churches of Holend:uſe Fong: of 
Prayer for iſm, the Lord's Supper, and 
all occafional Offices; and alſs:Liturgies, &«, 
which are all-put. into a Boak-of Commion- 
Prazer. And even in Scotlarid they have 
had a Common-Prayer Book, | for there - are 
fome of them 'now extant, which were - 
Printed, A». 1594. {uppoted: to be writ by 


Mr, Knox for'the uſe of the Kzrk of Srat- 


laxd. :- See the latter end of Dr. ; Comber his 


Defence of Liturgies, 2d. Part... 


- And the Leyden Profeſſdrs ſay, That-Forms 
of Prayer are not only lawful, but very ad- - 
vantageous ; becauſe every: Chriſtian cannot ' 
fitly conceive new Prayers: and- the: atteny 
tion 'of Auditors, are not-a little help'd-in 


| IR aſſemblies: by* uſual Forms. - See: De. | 


alkner, his ry e Ecclefiaſtica. P. 1 21 « 
Thus much for Forms of Prayer in By 
_ 


Wy tes (869) . 

| neral : But-fome perhaps may-abject againſt 
our Commox-Prayer in particular. ' Toclear, 
that, Tchink, *rwere: ſufficient -to'tell-them,; 
that it .has been approv/d-of-by all the learn» 
ed and godly:Divines' of the Church of: Exe, 
2land ever {ince: the Reformation,' and con-! - 
firm d by ſeveral. Parliaments: :And it caggot 


reaſonably ' be-fuppos'd that..God Almighty: 


ſhou'd+ conceal + his will from::the greateſt 
number of the moſt learned, pious and. judi- 
cious People:af-ar Nation, notwithſtanding 
their.  frequent-:Prayers : to: God, that he 
would dire& them, and -their great Care 
and-Study.whach they take to. came to the 
_ knowledge of the truth ; and reveal it only 

to'a few, and,thoſe of: the -rawer. injudict- - 
ous ſort, who have-had kaſt: time, and ſtudy, 
and” means-to.come to greater Knowledge, 
ſuch: as. our,Difſenters generally are. .\ This 
alone were ſufficient to recommend our pars 
ticular Common-Prayer : - But: ſince our. Dif- 
ſenters-will not allow ſo many. ſeveral Par-. 
liaments, and ſo many-Succeſſons'\of Learn- 
ed) Divines/ to: be competent-judges 1n this 
matter, we-are willing to ſtand to the judg- 
ment/ of :our. Neighbour Churches' of the 
Reformed Religion concerning our Common- | 
Prayer, and -the' other Matters in controver- | 
{y: between''us.. . - Be 


In 


| \ 2 

+ Im-King Eaward 6th. his days, Archbiſhop 
-Cranmer did-requeſt the fampus Buter to per- 
"uſe the whole Book of Common-Prayer, in 
order to-his cenfuring whathe thought'was 
'to'be amended: ' Bucer' accordingly did. fo ; 
:and declares his judgment: of -it-thus : ' Is 
the preſeript Form for the Gonmunion, and the 


+ darly Prayers,"1 ſee nothing "written in this 


\Book,- which 13 nop-*taken out of *+be Word of 
God,- if not in expreſs words, "as the P/alms 
ana-Leſſons,. yet\in ſence; as theColletts : And 
alſo-the order of - theſe. Leſſon: and Prayers, 
 'and'the time when they are+ to be \nſed, are 
very" agreeable to'the Word of 'God, and the 
-Prattice of - the ancient Church; See  Bucer's 
Cenſure upon the Baok of "Cammon-Prayer, 
6 1. --457. And note'this 'was:before 'the 
Common-Prayty: was amended: as: now it is. 
Some! things *ris: true, Buceridid- wiſh to!be 
amended, which has been- fince::done, ' and 
moſt of them according} to his ' Advice 
there D078 © THIS rh, add 
Next, the Arthbiſhop -of: Spalato in-bis 
Book againſt Suarez; p. 340: ſays,” That che 
Engliſh: Lirwrgy. contains nothing init, which 
is. not \Holy, -which-.is not © Pious, "and traly 
Chriſtian as well as Catbolich, oo fn 
| Cauſabon in his*Epiſtle to, King Fames 
the \arſt, affirms the ſame';* And ſays. far- 
"SOIT, | bh ther, 


_ wards Corruptions were t, 


. _ ; | 


_ ther, That none. t this; day Gomes nearer the 


Form of the Ancient Church, following 4:uut- 
alle way between. thoſe who have. afended boyh 
$p.exce/s and defetf. 

_ The next. Authority For us is the leatned 
Grotins, who *tis certain-had: no Obligation 
co the Church. of Exglong, but rather the 


oontrary:- - He-ſays, 1 an ſure the Engliſh 


- Lond, the Rite of laying on- of . Hands on 
Children it  _—_ of: "of gs the Anthort- 
| *y: of Biſbops, "af Synods conſiting of 'ndne but 

the Clergy s: "Rec. do ps avng agree" v0. the 
Orders of - the: Ancient Church ; from. which 


we cannot deny. but we have departed both-tn 
France awd Holland. S6e- Grotine ad Boat- 


fears Ep. 68,'p <WT 6255 
The Lu aethe famous Lid. Capellus who 
' was a famous French Divine bf rhe Reform- 
et Church, and Divinity: Profeſſor in. a fa- 
mous-Proteſtant- Univerſity, - This /Man 
lived to hear of our: Independent ScQ in Eng- 
land, and writ moſt Learnedly againſt/ern. 
Says he, When miraculow Gifts ceaj:d, rhere 
wes 4 weceffity: for Liturgies,: which were uſed 
'#n the, Firſt-IV... Jges uncorrapted ; but after- 
duced by- the-fok 
lowing” Popes.. But upos the: Reformation the 
Liturgy was puroed from all its Corruptivns, 
and '< bees heppib _ in the ſeveral Re- 
@ 4  form'd 
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forw?d Churches, and with good. ſuccef ;* un 
til very lately (lays he) there aroſe « fort of 
moroſe, ſcrupulous, (not to {ay downright” (u- 
perſtitions) Men, who for many trifling Reaſons, 
of no moment. not only diflike the Liturgy bi- 
therto uſed in that Church, but would: have + 
both.it, and. the whole Order of Biſhops- to'be 
utterly aboliſbed;. im place whereof they. would 


ſubſtirute that, which they call their Diyeftory, - 


&c.. and fo goes.on. And then he proves at 


large, That Forms of Prayer, are not only 

neceflary* for the unkarogh, Bur the learned - 
alſo; and ſhews the inifiMciency of-gheir 

DireQtory, . And how ridiculous it is to ſup- 
poſe, That we-have that extraordinary Gift 
of Prayer,, that they had-'in the Apoſtles 
days, and. ſome. little time - after. ?I'were 
too long to put it all-downhere, I will re- 
ferr you to. Dr,. Comber's, Defence of Litur- 
gies, It. Part, pag. 325-.and will goon to 
ſhew the Opiyon of ſome-of the moſt Emi- 
nent of our own Diſſenters concerning our 
Common-Prayer... Ay Etc: -- ” 

Mr. Baxter in his Por Man's Family 
Book, pag. 336. lays, Do not peeviſhly. pick 


quarrels with the Prayers of the Churth, \nor 


come to them with humoutſome prejudice, &C. 
And in his Preface to the.ſame Book, he fays, - . 
he mightily.approyes of;;Forms of Prayes.. 

: | L See: 


7.98) | 

\ See Dr, Owen to the ſame purpoſe, his Evan- 
. Tolieal\ Love, pag 54) OO 2 
--\And Mr. Baxter in his Diſpute of Liturgzres, 
Prop. 10. ſays: farther , "That the conſtant 
diſuſe of- Forms is apt to breed a gidaineſs in 
- Religion, and may make Men Hypocrites, - who 
 delude themſelves with coneits, that they de- 
light" in God, when "tis but in thoſe Novelties 
and waricty of Expreſſions that they are delighted, 
Seeallo Gifford, a Non-Conformift, his An- 
ſwer'to Greeawood; he writ a whole Trea- 
tiſe; proving'thedywwfulneſs of read Prayer. 

:- And now-'I'Wve ſhew'd,-that Praying 
by Forms has beetruſed by the Saints in the 
Old Teſtament;"\enjoyned "by - Chriſt in the 
New,- praiſed by al! the Holy Fathers and 
Devyout Chriſtians' who lived'ever fince the 
firſt {ſetling of the: Church 3 ard is now 'al- 
lowed and praiſed in all the regular Pro- 
teſtant Churches, *and approved'-by ſome of 
the moſt Eminent'of our own Difſenters. Let 
any} Man now in” his right 'Reaſon: judge, 
- whether praying by Fornis be ſo wicked; 
and:abominable"a thing as moſt of our Dil- 
ſeriters, make it: One of the Non-Confor- 
miſt" Miniſters, in '« Book 'which he Pub- 
liſh*d-not_ many Years - ſince, ſpeaking of 
. Forms of Prayer, calls- it, 'That pitiful con 
temptible thing, called Uniformity in Words, 


and 
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and Syllables, and Phraſes; which was never 
deſired of God, nor ever entered into his or 
his Sox's heart. Let the World judge now, 
whether uſing Forms of Prayer, &+. be this 


.. pitiful, contemptible thing they are pleaſed 


to make it, or the Books that contain them 
deſerve no better uſage from Chriſtians, than 
to be burnt 1n' the Streets by the Common 
Hangman. In the days of Julian there was 
never any thing done more wicked , than 
to burn the Holy Bible : But even to that 
height: are thoſe who cali themſelves Chri- 
ſtians arrived already, in our Neighbour- 
ing Kingdom : if theſe things' be ſuffered, 


what muſt we think will follow. 


But the main Text of Scripture, which 
our Diſſenters rely on, for to defend their 
Extempore Prayers 1s, Rom. vii. 26. where 
St. Paul ſays, The Spirit helpeth your Infir- 
mities ; and therefore they conclude, they 
ought to uſe no outward helps. But I have 
ſhew'd before, That outward helps are to be 
uſed, as Kneeling, lifting up the Hands and 
Eyes, &c. So that 'tis plain they miſtake this 
Text of Scripture. And *tis evident they do 
ſo, for that all the Fathers, and the moſt Emi- 
nent Men 'of the Church, as Calvin, Lu- 
ther, &c. whenever they recommended the 
ule of Liturgies, they gave this. Reaſon for 

! 'E} x 


it 
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it among others, To prevent the inconve- 
niences which ſome Mens folly would be- 
tray them to in their uſing raſh! and un- 
premeditated Prayers: Now if the Spirit 
helpeth our Infirmities 1n the fence that 
our Diſſenters will have it : How come all 
theſe learned Men ; yea, and Mr:Baxter him- 
elf, &c.: to recommend Forms as neceſſar 

for the helping of our Infirmities, and pA 
make the Holy Spirit inſufficient ? Shall 


we believe that all theſe learned Men did 


not underſtand the meaning of that Text 
ſo well as ſome of our Diſlenters do ? *Tis 
very - likely that St. Juguſtine and St. Chry- 
ſoſtom (who liv'd nearer the Apoſtles days 
by above Twelve Hundred Years, than a- 
ny of our Non-conformiſts) might have 


underſtood the Apoltles-meaning, betrer than 


any of them : Now let us hear what their 
ſence was of theſe words of St. Paxu!, We 
know not what to pray for, as we ought, but 
the Spirit helpeth our Infirmities. St. Aug. 
ad Prob. Ep. 121. p. 129. will not grant 
that any Chriſtians wanted the Spirit to help 
them. with words and expreſſions: For he 
ſays, It is not credible that the Apoſtle or 
they to whom he wrote were ignorant of 
the Lord's' Prayer. And therefore they 
muſt neceſſarily have known what to have 

pray'd 


am at vaio cm JJ aac. "Id. 
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pyra'd for; therefore theſe words,” (The 
Spirit helpeth gur Infirmities) he tells us 
muſt be expounded, of the Spirit's giving 
us patience not to pray abſolutely to be 
delivered out of our aMiQtions, but in God's 
due time. And St. Chryſoftom in his Hom. 
14. in 8. Rom. p. 120, lays, That there was 
4 miraculous gift of Prayer in the Apoſtles 


' days; to which St. Paul alluded. in thoſe 


words (The Spirit helpeth our Infirmities.) 
But he tells us there, that *twas ceas'd 1 | 
ſince, that is, before his days, tho' he liv*d 
in the fourth Century ; ſo that whatever 
the Apoſtles meaning was then, it can no-. 
ways be taken in the ſence- our Diſſenters 
would have it, nor does it condemn pre- 
ſcribed. Forms, now that that miraculous 
gift of Prayer is ceaſed. "ag 
But- were there no other Argument a- 
gainſt the uſe of extempore Prayers in publick 


"Aſſemblies, than the inconveniency of them, 


*twere ſufficient to reject them 2 *Tis -im- 
poſſible that Order or Unity can be pre- 
ſerv*d in any Church, where every Con- 
gregition hath liberty to Worſhip God in 
a different way from all the reſt ; one Mi- 
niſter praying for one thing, and another 
perhaps for the.-quite contrary at the ſame 
time, according to their different pucgunpatgs 
G 2 ag 


(94) 
and intereſts, as was uſual in the late times, 
when that exrempore way Was W I 
in great Congregations, *tis impoſſible that 

all Go People ſhould, keep Ms es 
ſo well fixt on an extempore Prayer to which 
they are utter ſtrangers, as on a- Prayer to 
which they have been accuſtom'd :- For 
how _ they = pon apa Do : 
every Petition as they t to do, till t 
have” refleQed a Ms ms what it = 
he.faid, for when the Miniſter is left to his 
own Fancy in his Prayer, *tis very: like he 
may either through miſtake- or wilfully 
_ -come out with ſome Petition that all his 
hearers cannot join with him in : ''So that 
*tis -neceffary for every one. of the Congre- 
gation to' watch every expreſſion, and  re- 
flet alittle on it, before he conſent to it. In 
the mean time, the eloquent Paſtor to ſhew 
his extraordinary Gift of Prayer, runs away 
with the buſineſs, as if his 'Tongue was jn- 
deed the Pen of « ready writer. Thus: the 
povr People mult either be left behind, or 
' join with him at- random, 
— Another inconveniency which. attends 
_ extempore Prayer, is, That *tis impoſlible for 
a Man who truſts to his own Memory, 
to retain all his wants, and the wants and 
neceſſities of the People ſo in his Mind, _ 
| that 
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forgotten, which may be avoided by uſing 
of a well compos'd Form. . 

But again, Can we reaſonably imagine 
that God. Almighty can: be Es with 
vain repetitions, and with bald , and un- 
proper, and (too often) nonſenſical expreſ- 
fions ſuch as _— attend 'their extempore 


| Prayers? Doubtleſs he cannot; for where. 


he has given Judgment, and Wit, and E- 
loquence, he expeQs it- ſhould |be us'd in 


| his Service, as well as in our worldly bufi- 
' neſs. Our Saviqur bids us, When we pray, 


not to uſe vain repetitions, nor think" ta be 
heard for our much ſpeaking, Matth. 6. 7. 
And Solomon, . Ectleſ. 5. 1, 2. ſays, Keep 
thy feet when thou or tothe: houſe of the 
Lord; and be. not xaſh with thy mouth and 
let not thine heart be haſty to autter any 
thing before God, | for God is in Heaven 
«nd thou on Earth, therefore let- thy words be 
few, How agreeable now this DoQrine is 


| to the praQtice of the Diſſenters, in their raſh 
' approaching to God with a long inconſi- - 


derate- Prayer, let any Man judge. When 


they made their Addreſſes to the late King 


ames;/ they drew it up with all the cau- 
tion and premeditation imaginable, and e- 
very Sentence was carefully conſidered on by 
PEE >. 1 W3:.  ſeverl 
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ſeveral of ' the beſt Heads among them, 
but chey addreſs the great King of Heaven, _ 
with the raſh and. inconſiderate expreſſions 
of one Perſon,and he perhaps, a weak onetoo.. 
_ - - But ſome'of them ſay, Why ſhould not 

" Miniſters be tied to a Form, of Preaching, as 
. well as of Praying? Why ſure, there isa _ 
great deal of difference between Preaching 
_ and Praying ; Preaching is direQted toa Con- 
gregation,which is made up of ſeveral People, 
. who have different Capacities -and Appre» 
henſions,and therefore require different Phra- 
ſes and Arguments to move them. Some arc 
drawn with one Argument, ſome with a+ 
norher, ſome apprehend a Man's meaning 
by ons. Exprefſign, ſome by another, ac- 
cording as they are ſuited 'to their ſeveral 
Capacities ; ſo that *tis.impoſſible ro frame 
n Form in Preaching, to anſwer all theſe 
ends. But Prayers are direQed to one God, 
who is always the fame, and nat to be plea; 
ſed with variety of Phraſes. © © 
; \ I ſhall conclude this Point with this obſer- 
yation, That thoſe who are moſt inveterate 
againſt Praying by Forms, do daily uſe the 
fame individual Form themſelves, word for 
word, throughout the whole year, as any one 
that frequent their publick or private Meet- 
A —_— 
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- The Third fort of Pleas which the Dif 
ſenters uſe for Separation, are ſach as Yelate 
to their Conſciences : For, ſay they, Wha 
cth6* the Terms of Communion with the 
Church of Ezglend be lawful, fince we can- - 
not ſatisfy our Tonſciences, -that they are 
{o? . We muſt not a& againſt our Conſtien- 
ces, for that were fn in us. For St. Pax. 
ſays, .Let every one be fully perſwaded in his 
own mind, Rom. 14. © A wg S.. 

But I anſwer firſt, this Scripture- is meant 
'- of indifferent things, and no other as ap-, « 
pears by the coherence of the words with the 
whole Chapter: For. the Apoſtle is there 
ſpeaking of Meats, "Times," Days, &c.” and - 
blames the Romens for condemaing, and 
quarrelling with one another *about them. 
But Secondly, *Tis _ | 
plain that * Scruples of Wn ras e 4- 
| Conſcience will not ex- 7,1" the, 9 
.cuſe from fin, in ſome her the thing injoin'd is 

. Caſes. For 'tis agreed *7a21"5 Jor 4 
by-all, that Conſcience aus diſobedience. 4 doubring 
will ' not excuſe from Conſcience, is whenthe Con-/ 

fin, unkeſs all proper {grow iaſte 
helps and means are thar there appears no more 
us'd toinform our Judg- ps. deg adapt 4 
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' thipgs to be lawful, or 


099) 
ments, and to come. to. the right knows+ 
; Tedge of the thing ſcrupled ;\ This Mr. Bax- 
ter owns in his Diſpute. of - Church Govern- + 


ment, P. 483. where he ſays, That if « Man . 
through ignorance ar Pagan, takes nhlawful = 


awfh things ta be ua- 
lawful, this will not excuſe him in his diſo- 
bedience; Suppoſe then for Inſtance, that 


lawfully may impoſe ; as that all Men ſhould 
begin the-publick Worſhip at an hour, and 
end, at #n hour. The Quakers, they -ſay, 
This: is tinting of the Spirit, and therefore 
fatul, and that they cannot in- Conſcience 
Communicate with us, - till it be remov'd, 
I will ask- a Presbyterian or Independent, 
whether this be -a ſinful Separation - or 


the Magpiſtrate impoſes a- thing which he - 


not, they will owa it is, notwithſtanding 


- their pretended Scruple of Conſcience : For 


the' ſin muſt needs lie ſome where, either on 
thoſe who impoſe the thing, or on thoſe 
who ſeparate ; 'not on- thoſe 'who impos'd 


- it, becauſe ' they allow the thing injoyn'd 


to be lawful, therefore it muſt be on thoſe 
who ſeparate, becauſe they do. not inform 


themſelves truly- of the lawfulneſs of the _ 


thing '{crupled. * And indeed, if a bare 


Scruple of Conſcience will juſtify Separati- 


on, the, Anabaptiſts and all other SeQts, may .. 


as 
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:s well juſtify  thelr-/ Separation. from the . 


Presbyterians and Independents, - as'they care - ' 


do theirs from the Church of Exgland. . And 
by the.ſame Rule, we may ſubdivide; till 

there be as many Religions as Men. | 
\ T grant. that" the Obligations -of Conſci- 
ence are the greateſt that: can be, and- to 
att againſt the clear DiQtates 'of a Man's 
Conſcience, js avery great fin ; but this muſt 
be meant of a Conſcience when all due care 
and diligence has been us'd to reQify-and in- 


form it. And then what is this to the. 


caſe of [our  Difſenters ? Do they ſeparate 
from the Church out of pure Conſcience ? 
yes, ſay they, doubtleſs wedo : But have they 
us'd.all proper means to inform their judg- . 
ments, and come to. the knowledge of the 

truth? . Surely they will not ſay they have. 
Are not the greateſt part of the Diflenters 
a poor 4lliterate:fort of People, who know 
nothing of the - Controverſie between us, 
nor ever trouble their heads about it ; but 
will go to the Meetings, becauſe their Fathers 
and; Mothers did ſo before them, and will 
rail at the Church, tho* ask them what is 
amiſs in it ſeriouſly, and” they cannot. tell 
you. "And as for thoſe few. of the better 


Aort among +them, who perhaps, have had . 
greater adyantages of; Education, is, it not 


remark- 


* 


(noo) _ 
remarkable that they Rekd and Converſe al 
together on one fide, and aſſociate themſelves 
into Clubs and Cabals of ſuch who- are off 
the fame. Opinion with themſelves; but a 
void all occaſions 6f creating the leaft inti> 
macy with any who differ from them in Os 
_ And if any ſhall but offer to in» 

them, tho? in never ſo peaceable and 
friendly a manner, does it not prove the oc+ 
caſion of an eternal Quarrel ? or at leaſt put 
a ftopto any farther intimacy between them? 
Is not this truly the caſe among them? I ap. 
to their own Conſciences, whether this 
truth which Hay. How can theſe Men 
then that they have us'd -all proper 
means to ſatisfie their Conſciences ? They 
whoreally ſcruple things out of tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, would be ſincerely willing to 
be betrer inform'd, and would look upon 
them as'their beſt Friends who endeavour 
to inform them, ' but inſtead of this, they fly 
out into rage and violent - Paſſions againft 
thoſe who ' offer to. remove their Scruples, 
and for their kindneſs; return moſt reproachs-: 
ful, bitter Language, both on the Perſons,tho? 
never ſo Eminent, and the- thing tho' never 
fo Sacred;-which is viſible in all their Books 
_ of Controyerſie.- And even in'common_Dif- 
courſe, How difficult is it to obtain — 
"Ee i): 
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Zeal of many of our Diflenters ſomuch truce 
as to hear what one can fay co them, with 
patience and civility ? They tell us in plain 
terms we may fpare our breath, and not-pre- 
tend to them, they underſtand- their 
Duty better than we do; They are ſatisfied: 
intheir own minds that they are in the right, 
and will not. be wheedled our of their Opi- 
gion, by all that we can fay. This is truth, 
Mr. Bearer finGelf has 0wn'des muctcin ks . 
Anſwer to Dr. Szillingfleet, p. 81. where he 
affirms in his own' name, and the name -of 
his People, ' That be who thinks that his own 
or others  reaſonings will ever change all the 
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yl tle of Matters, or of or of Conſcience, 
of fl #5 that he is not fit to.be # Biſpop or « Prief. 
of What will they ſay. now to this, will: their 
n | Scruplez of Conſcience excuſe their Separati- - 
xx | on and Diſdhedience, when. 'ris evident they 
ly | Will not uſe the proper means to fatisfie thexr 
A} Conſciences ?, Nay farther, When they de- 
« | clare 'tis needleſs to go about to remove their 
1 | Scruples, for they. are refolv'd beforehand 
yÞ the by ted convinc'd ? Letno Man fay 
ri fo ame, *tis againſt common Reaſon, 
| and che Opinion of all learned _ and e- 
(| ven of Mr, Baxter himſelf. 


But - 


or truly honeſt Chriſtians in the Land, knows ſo © |) 


| 2") M3 FM 
-- But we will ſuppoſe for once; that every 
articular Diflentes has done his ones in 
deavour to fatisfie his Conſcience, and that 
after all they cannot conquer their Scruples; 
What then ? Muſt they therefore proceed 
to. Separation? 'No, this was never allowed}; 
by Chriſt nor - his Apoſtles, nor by any 
Chriſtian Church ſince their time, not even 
by our. Difſenters themſelves heretofore; 
Our Saviour 'himſelf did not ſeparate from 
the Jewiſh Church, though there were ma- 
ny things amiſs. in it, nor adviſe others tq 
do ſo,. ſays Vines, 'a Non-Conformiſt, in his 
Book . on the Sacrament, pag. +39. In the 
Apoſtles days we find there were ſome whe 
ſcrupled ſome, things that - were. enjoin'd, 
| but notwithſtanding the difference of Men's 
Judgments, and their pretended Scruples of 
Conſcience, the Apoſtles did preſcribe Ruſes 
of. Uniformity, and allow'd none to Sepa- 
rate from the Church, and frequent Meet- 
ings of their: own ſetting up, becauſe they 
could not conquer their Scftuples. And 
this very Argument did the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines at Weſminſter, Anno Dom. 1648. uſe 
againſt their Diſſenting Brethren, the Inde- 
'pendents; who pleaded for Separation' upon 
the account of Conſcience, as the Diſſenters 
do now. See Papers for Accommodation, pag. 
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(103) | 
n-f 717- And when the Jndependents told them 
t | they could not fatisfie their Conſciences ſoas 
+ to: Conform to their Church Governmeat ; 
eq} and therefore begg'd, That'they may be al- 
1f low'd ſeparate Congregations, the Afſembly 
:< politively refuſed it, and urged them to Con- 
ens form to their way of Worſhip, &c.- and 
Ee urges cham m_ bay: if _y did not : 
mil for, lay they, To acfire ſeparate Congregati- 
i=l ons, « 10 thoſe parts of Worſpip oh by 
= own they can join with us, 's very wnreaſon- 
of able; for tenderneſs -4 Conſcience may juſtifie 
helfl #0-Communion in the thing ſcrupled, but it 
Nl carnot juſtifie a Separation : See the Papets 
} for Accommodation, pag. 20, 21, 22, 51,0. 
fl For if #t (bould; ſay they, 5; then would make 
way for infinite Diviſions, and [i Se x. , 

if 42d give countenance to perpetual Schiſm in 
2 the Church, ib. p. 68, 73, &c. And then 
the. Aſſembly juſtifie theniſelves ia ſo do- 
ing, . by the praQtice- of the Saints-in the 
d i Apoſtles days: For they tell them, they de- 
fire no more*of them thereby, than what 
they were confident was praCtiſed by 'the 
J Saints at Ph:/ippi; namely, To hold pratti- 
cal Communion in things wherein they Dodtri- 
5 | 2ally agreed, ib.p. 115. So that if the judy- 
» | ment of their own Brethten in a full Aſſem-. 
- | bly, may be taken upon-the moſt VOruy 
| . .._ . Debate 


=» 


(104) 

Debate and- ſerious Deliberation ; their ſets 
. ting up ſeparate Meetings, . and forſaking: il 
eb Fn..ops n= oo of ſome Scrupls 
W \' tney cannot UE 6: , g 
Sinful and Schifmarical. ; 
_ And when' the S—_— Divines 1a 
| preſſed farther by their Di nting Brethren, 
_ they deſired them to anſwer.inthys one thi "gy 
Wheeher ſome muſt be dexyed the liberty of the 
Conſciente' in matters of pratfice or: none ? If 
noxe, then (lay they) we pry Rexounce «< 
Covenant, and let in Prelaty again, and; | 
other ways : If a denial of Liberty to ſome me 
be juſt, then Uniformity may. be. ſettled not 
withſtanding Men's different ments | of 
preteuce of Conſcience, Papers for or Accomm: 


_ .þ4g. 1.16, 


le hereto is the of the 


Independent themſelves, where _ have 
the power ;' as. 1N New-England, no 


' tion- is there allow'd upon the account of 


Scruples 'of Conſcience, as appears by: their 


Book of Statutes which they have lately 


Printed ; and by their telling Mr. W:/:ams, 
a famous Miniſter among them, that if no- 
thing will ſerve him but Separation, becauſe 
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he could not conquer his Scruples, . The NI 


World was wide enough ; ang ſo away they 


bani{hd them in the mid Winter. 
From. 
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| From what has been ſaid it appears, That 

h. | though there: were ſome things amiſs 'in the 

Church of Eng/and, which our- Diſfſenters 

- © could not fatisfie rheir Conſciences. about, 

*Þ yet this would not juſtifie Separation fromthe 

oj Church, ep, ns 994. it might (after due 
'F cerning them) juſtifie their 


—F gion in the things ſcrupled. Now I will ſhew 
ll that-there is: really no cauſe to forſake- the 
'} Church of England 09 ang rf 
p_ gs Xn thgſe who qo forſake 

} the Church, and frequent Teparate Meetings, 
'F are condemn'd for Schiſmaticks by the moſt 

Eminent Divines of all-the Reformed Chur- 

ches beyond Seas, and by Mr. Bexter, Dr. 

'Y Onen, Mr. Gifford, Corbet,- and many other 

: p- the Non-Conformyſts themſelves hereto- 
F fore. | | 

For, Firſt, they all agree, That no Man 

is obliged in Conſcience | to ſeparate from - 


"Þ any Church that is ſound in Dodtrine, and 


has the Sacraments. rightly and duly admi- 
niſter'd. The Scripture allows Separation _ + 
only in' theſe three caſes; Firft, In caſe of \ 
Idolatrous Worſhip. Secondly, Incaſe of : 
| Falſe DoQtrine -impoſed inſtead of - True. 7 
And, Thirdly, In caſe things indifferent he - - 
made Decay to Salvation. Bur mus EE 
| ; eie X 
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' theſe Three are wanting, nothing will juſti-J 
fie Separation. ' See Canon Nee. 6, 15; 16. | 
Conſt ant. c.6. Chalced, 17; 20, 26. Antioch © 
c.''2, 5. Cod. Etcleſ... Afr. c. 53; 55. Conc 
Gapngre. c. 6.Conc. Carth. c. 10, 11. Cod, 
Can. Eccleſ. Univ. Can. 65. All theſe Ca 
nons and many more do condema Separati 
on from a Church that is ſound in DoQrinef] - 

and has the Sacraments rightly and duly Ad : 

miniſtred. [So does Ca/vin in his Inft. 1b.qY} 

c.1-zumb.g. where he ſays, That great allow i 

ances ought to bg made to ſuch ChurchesF : 

by the Example of the Apoſtolical Churches} 1 

And, ibid. Set#. 10. he fays, That.che Lordi 3 

efteerm'd him a runnagaae, and forſaker of Relidj 1 

. gion, whoſoever. he be, that ſeparated fro * 
wardly from any Chriſtian Society, which in 1 
f 
t 
: 


braceth but the true Miniſtry of the Word and 
' Sacramepts, And, ibid. SefF. 12. he fayslfl 
'That though ſomething. that is faulty may cree}. 
in, either in the Adminiſtration of the Word of 
of the Sacraments, yet we ought not to ſeparate} 
us from araornaguomoa © that Church; For 
ſays he, there are principles of Religion, with 
out which we cannot be ſaved; and there art 
other points in which Men may differ, and yetf 
the Unity of the Faith be kept. And, ibid.. Seay. 
1 3-he ſays, It is not for every private Mail 
fo ſeparate from the Communion of « Church 
SIELTY . Though 


24 
| en og 06d Eroat ot ofthe By 
Sign! Divines * 'See Dr. Still, Miſch. of 86+ 
ar. 23. and-g9. ſo" does' the Aer of 
J Divines, as I have juſt now ſhewn, d Pa- 


pers for Accommodation, p. "$2. they declare | | WW 


-farther, "That they look upon Separation from 
s true Church," tho' yas + Oy may "be. amiſs 
4 ns, not 4s 8. fin of mere” humane Infira 5 
| Har 63" wilfel and dangerone fn. And Mr. | 
Baxter in his Poor Max's Family Book; p. 347+" 
tells us, Many\Churthes were Haw'd in Seri \_.. 
. ture, but © none ave requir d to'-Separite"j _ 's 
them. See the Anſwer-to*Dr. Srilli "i 
Sermon by: ſeverat Non-conformiſts; Sher 
they all acknowledge {our® x Wy, in the 
F nature. of it, to' be. jntrinſecal yore 5, and 
 @ total Separation from it finful, bid. > : ' 
Ml So then it ſeems ſo long'as'a Church retains. 
the Marks and: Signs. of a trus Charch; tho? 
if there be many things amiſs in ſuch a Chutch, 
or Separation from'ir1s ſinful. 2 
But what if open-finners be adinicteed 4 
the Communion. before: tcp havemade'pub- | 
lick Confeſſion/ of their Faults, * as- wg 
frequent in the: Ghurch' of -Exland, - mult- 
Lbe obliged: wAaobre Wick fuch?” May: 

I ok. Separato4 in REV caſe? "The Afoltle, & 


1 Cor. 


x.Cor. 5. 11, 12,13» bids: us, If am thit'ss | 


F? 
J 
+ 
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Pd. 6, brother NO Lc 
or; \Copoars &c. with. ſuch ſee that - 5 
th. Dong 


wer: That this very: as | 
ufrin St. Auguſtine's days give (a 
ong others); for tl Separation, and quo-: 
-TRE JAme. .- Exts of. Scripture,. but they | 
ademir nSchulinercks as I ſhew- f}. 
Ir 0 A ELE and--all the: 


i 
"hom 


vere as: to- jokes up, as 2 to SPAR Sees 


Py” kb. Fg againſt Permenian a | Donatift 
ich. 3. lbbe/2+« C18, | 


And herewith agrees. Catv. bib 4. Inftit. 


| eas ſeth. 13. where be ſays, Thar bw fv | 


mers. be nes vs o__ we ought to 
_ keep, our [elves 7g # but bt: 
fo ag from the Ga Fe 


Jagomis, were co 


| Council at Gergre. 5 and eg Catohs Ia 


rer way of Worſhip, avif iy knew wh 
_ was better for theit Ediftcarion, than "the 


fays the ſame 2 his Pa Mar's Fil 5; 
P- br bo i ho rhe Saerament, op 


provided the Parlon. of he thle+ 
rable.. The Followers of Ef aka 3b; Pens 
who, ſeparated 'upon yg WT n Pap 


lib. 4, 6.1, ſe. 13. ro the fame” 
And indeed, 'it is not feaſonable” thi 
_ and proud, uhpeaceable Tort of F 
e,.as Mir. Baxcer Rite in on Sore 
ile. P..102, &c. | ovary - 
ſort of zealous Profeſſots: of 7 Relig to be, 
ſhou'd be, at. liberty * 'to\ re rear a. 
Church to DIeces,. out. of a 


Wiſdom of the: whole” Nation itt. Parlia- ; 
ment, and the Governors. of rhe Chutch do., - } 
The prerence | 'of Sree Ediki rion Was ne- © 

"IRE © 


_ COL ; I I O « 4th M4 
| Ver: palaw's by. the Diſſeaters themſelves 
| ow cauſe for. Separa- 
Ke oh far. Accommo*>_ 
| Ned De ate, both Printed 
- whe: Toe Al "Or of Divines fat at Weſt-.- 
at > "By Nor did Mr. Baxter ever alow of 
this t0,be. a. Ay +57 £4 De for Tee,p-29z | 
- appears are. of. Diviſions, P.3 
here-be ſets forth__ the pernicious  Eonſc- 
quences of f Om plying gs with, the ungovern: 
ble. and YNours of the ordinary 
no who. are-ever apt-to -revile. 


the beſt av graveſt N * Af 2th and follow 
ther More eantotsg and ſuch as ate of meſt 
fierce /and bitter. Pa. And in. his*Poor 


3 fays, . For 


under ftanging | "he ri Terms of 
C Coach Commer, how wofu are our. Divi- 
fans}; you muſt heave Union and Communion ' | 
T7 Gag and Love with all Chriſftions; Let 
HE . | ing be with the pureſt Char- 
$f. fully may, and fill reſpet# the. 
peel 200d : But ſometirnes ates nally Com. 
municate with defettive faulty Chi Wehes, ſo be 
it, \they are true. Churches, and, put 70u, not 
pon fins. Think 'not that your || reſence makes. 
all the faults of Miniſtry, Wor ip, or. People . - 
o be Jaws. (for then I would Join with no 


Cs In the W ora.) Diviſion is. Pounding, 
and _ 


"7+ 


" 


ES. "T4 1 i="g 
ind hibde to Death, abbor* y P> Jos. PIE: ob 
Charches welfare” or your "own, &c. And 3 
gain, #6. p. 330. "If your: ny ” ays he) 
be pda; OE L pnrnpr6 reſy or "Ma- 


we, 


: 
— 
” 


| Cities, you ; my go ordintrily\ fo gy F; er 
Charch*; "but in the Country, and ee bh would = 
be & gre offence, you NE Lk : por AG pe 
day bear in one Pariſ another” | 
mexr, f there” «els 4 Ma " owl 


_ eter, but he : 


have friv Difeip rn 
\ be not roo Os to" OS j Jour ay ro tha 
ſeparated Church, till you'ran; prove wag 7 
birt that will follow by diſtord,. offence, * ds 
viſion, encouraging. of Sehiſms and” Pride 
” #5" not likely to be greater than your Wepeff 
can FORPERfOSe 7 ; but , my TPRY: Church 


\ 


LINAL 


| FS pl 112 x” S 
fattions Church,. {et up contentiouſly tr | 
gainſt the C oncordent Charches,. tho" op pre- 
Mee af DIRT: pertty, and if - their Meetings - 
e imploy d in contemning and reviling other 
' Churches whoſe. People. are net of _ their mind, | © 
"aud -ip puffing up th nſeluves with Pride, 1 
if the FEI Churches of Chip, | 
4% ſock Bu eparate Aorobeg, as _the enemies | - 
i > eace. And again, in the ſame 
; ot, þ + be. ode -be'bids us, Not peeviſbly pick | 
wacky Kr the Prayers of the Church, nor | 
' come. to them with humor ſome prejudice : think 
not that you. ouſt fray. amay, or 20. out of the 
 Charch, for every. paſſage. that . 5s 'diforderly, - 
4 '0r. unſound or _uptrue.; for the 
, words of Pra er. are the mork of Men, "and || © 
while all Men are fallible,, imperfedt and." 
ful, their Prayers . and. Preaching will | 
te themſelves, and. be that is 5 like 
o reternder aud. the peeviſbeſt quarrelier huh 
is. on failings, &c, 
1 that if our Diffenters will allow. their 
wa. Mr. Baxter. to be a competent Jucge, 
r,any. Qf 1 thether learned Divines before- 
mult, own, that neither the weak- 
neſs of. the Miniſtry, nor better Edificati- 
eng. is 2 ſufficient cauſe for Separation... ' | 
; But there js another thing, fay they, which 
4 BAS It Aegptlacy: þ for us to Ny on fronq 
—_— the 
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the Church :of | England, and” chat. Dake 
Oaths and Subſcriptions which they require 
. 7} from us. "What ſays Mr. Baxter "Ee? 
| Why, Mr. Baxter in his Poor: Man's Famlly 
| Book, Beg 330.” aps, - Se Church in: m_ 


- Communion in. other ray i 6 It Prof 
_ then he does not allow of Separation & upor 
this account neither. = 7 

- The Scruples which Men: make to: "th 

' Oaths and Declarations, are PIEEA wad 

- miſtakes, for that they 4 
take the words in ' a” 
Ftrajned and unnatural 
Sence;. Whereas if they - 

| would remember. what 
. the famous Biſhop Sax- 
der ſon tells us, De Furen.” 
Prek. 6.-fe. 12. p. 
177: Andwhat all leatn- 
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ed Man 00 N090" £4 * ſenter 
wit, ! abr ba x 
all "thoſe Condition ro —_ 
Exceptions ought "to \be  ſeves_i 
- underſtood, which by right 38 
or common. uſe, are im- 
pled i iz, viz. as far as TI c 


= 


ws 47S 


a Man.can cly.venter to ſwear to.- 


ſi | cauſe for $ 
Tay Fog juſtifie.. 


eir Separation - up- 


his account? - No ſuch Oaths or Sub-" 
feripeions are required of them, they are ori-+ 
. - Jy required from the Miniſters. -. Why then - 
"—"P the People forſake. the Church; Pp. Is it in” 
-reverence to the Miniſters, leaft: they ſhould Y 
 rnons to'Preach.to.?: This. is what they. 
never could anſwer with any colour of Rea-' | 
;. yay ence = _ of _ ah Ss 
| | rs do pc, iſcourſe 
ful and honeſtly own, that the Terms of | 
Lay-Communion with .che: Church: of. Ew- © 
land; are eaſy, enough, but the only thing 


hey ſtick at is the terms of Minifterial Com: 


or me ;-chings remaining iu the. amie, |- 
c. With theſe-Conditions, there is no- | 
, 24 ea in theſe Oaths -or Subſcriptions, . that 

_ ag, reaſonably. þe. ſcrupled; and without. 
them, tis impoſſible to frame an Oath that 


ab theſe Subſcriptions were 
Separation, how can the } 


EO III EG oo ee wag uu wp on 2 


X on, The only, Anſwer: that ever I 
Heard made to: this, is in a Book call'd, An 


OM Py. ro Dy.  Silingfler's Sermas, byYome _ 


42. 6. They, tell us, That 


| _cboy”(muila6 wo: qe? Hl themſelves in- their - ; 


Preaching, and. leave the-People in Schiſm.: 


them, 


(7 wa ageds fag, fs was kindly done. af i 
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S chem, for *twere very. tht in thei . 
| F'co) draw the poor: ſilly e'into -Schiſm, 
'] and when rhiy ops! - to ſlip their own 
| Necks our of the: a ng and Eve ago 
le in the lunch; )- and'therefore they quic 
y find an Anſwer to fop: their Noh, 
4 whom they knew. would never-examine Ws 
7 he ior are Miniſters of Chriſt," "and 
| therefore 


the People may- lawfully forſake the Church 
to hear-vs, for” we muſt not-Preach;to'the 
' Stone Walls; col he Shu this Reaſon. 
a F juſtifie che * Peopl their" Pariſh 
d F Church, and: w/o E = lawful Miniſter, to 
F5 run aftera ſtranger, for fear he ſhould witit . 
3» {ney gh mpoyarehirwa ro? '1f the King 


» | tho ve'a Gentletnan'a./Commillion* 
> | raiſe a Regiment, does this oblige Men'that 4 
f } have formerly. Liſted themſelves under thier « 
- "I' Offficers,. to. leave their Service, and-follow - - 
| him? No, ſure; 'There/are- in'the' Two : 
- | Univerſities many Hundred young Men that . | 
| are- qualified for.:the Miniltry, . perhaps as. 
| | well as moſt of'the: Non-Conformiſt: Mink - 
| ters, and- are nov. yer. called to:the' Office] 
J nor. provided with Churches ; ag tg all. 
I. cheſe-now were dmitred if ders; and | | 
| oi caged over fr Kin p7 Im, bo; whol- 
Pie: ODLIZE '£0'run ANY rom tweir a 
PIN 
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ak). 
Migifter, orderly ſer over them; and divide | 
che Pariſhes each pe | into Three or Four, - 
to furgiſh- all the new made Miniſters with. 
. Congregations to Preach-t6 ? An excellent; 


contrivarice this, of our Reverend Non-Con-: bs 


formiſt 0 entail the Church Reve- || , 
nue upon them. and their Succeſſors for,ever, , 
without þ behiolding to. King, Biſhop, F 


in England could nc | have devifed ſo: good 


a ſecurity for” them, as they -have ſubclely 
_ done here for themſelves. They may Preach 
what DoQrine they: pleaſe, for the Govern- 
meat or againſt it ; they have a Commiſſion / 
to Prockagd the. Feople aretherefore band, 


they lay, _ _ them. -- For, Preachi 
Hearing, the 
does. weceſſar 


aQtual Goyernours neceffarily ſuppoſe 


. a People to be-Govern'd : Bn, Commiſſion | 


ny tity of ever | 
being cut yup forfeited; al the Lawyers. 


are Relatives, andthe one 
ee the other. _? Tis true 


aQtual-Preaching ſuppoſes Hearing, 
0 
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ta Govern, does not Gore's 6 Fong all 


People afQually: to- be er te: 
may-be Governours aj 


though there: be then. pron and SR a A 


Govern; as was reſolved by all the Judges 


of England, inthe Caſe of Suron's Hoſpital, | 


6 _- 10, fol, J2- 4... So ele; Commil- || : 


fion 


"Ts. 


| coo to preach A es 


6} it rye to be preached to,- but only war- 
it £4nts their bee wo where."tis really want- -; 
oy y ed, and when they can d bay Deaphſo $9 Pre W 
"IJ the Peace oe Good avay: .briftian Church. 
*;*F But to ſay -no- tnore tt a mater "> lean, I 


Ff have eheady ſhew'd, that there lies no Oh- 
N ligation upon-any: Non-Conformiſt Miniſter 


to. Preach” in - England, _ conſequently 


there can be no- "neceſſity for the Feople to 
hear them. 


The Oaths and Subſcriptions are required 


' only of the Clergy, and is no: more. than 


what other Reformed Churches. require-of 
all theirs. By the Conſtitution of the French 
Church, every Miniſter-that will not ſub» 
ſcribe to the Orders among them, is. to. be 
declared a Schiſmatick. And by the Confti- 
tution of Geneve, any- Miniſter that- con- 
temas the Authority of their-Church, or 


- his 'obſtinacy' | diſturbs the Order of ts,f 


be firſt fuminon'd before the Magiſtrate, and 


J if that, will -not do, he ſhall be Excommu- 
F- nicated; but-no-Separationallow'd. © And 


Calvin fays, Ep. Olevian. peg--311, & 122- 
Let him that will. not Vabmit to-the Orders. of 


Þ -« Society be caſt out. Qur Diſlentets 'them- 
| klves did oblige” all to: wear oy + tw 
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rims . 


"Hhie Covenant, under pain of Sequeſira® 


tion. 


But, ſay the Diſſenters, What if the Church 
land Excommunicates us ; - may we: not 

| js lawfully Separate and ſet up. Meetings of. 
our own? I Anſwer, tis 'true,-the Ty 
the Church do fay, -tHfirin ſome caſes Men. 


are Excommunicated zp/o faffo, yet this does 
not oblige any, to ſeparate":from. Oe 


nion , "till - Mew cp be. duly and judicis. 
ally unced/in a Church, For by the' 
. Civi Law, notwithſtanding Excommunicas! 
_ ipſo fatto, a Declaratory Sentence of the, 
_ is gow 4 before 'a Man ſhall -be” 

of Communion. And 

the Aiying. a-Man. is Excommunicated, -5p/o' 


fatto,” ſignifies no more, than that-the Judge 


may give Sentence without any-new judicial" 
Proceſs. But though our Difſenters wete 
aQually' Excommunicated for-their Diſobez 
_ dience, this would not 'excnſe them from 

Schiſm ; 'as Dr. Stillingfltet |has proved at ! 
| HvBEy: Mich of Separ. p- 37s. , : 4 


Thos Thave ſhew'd;thatnone of thoſe Pleas 3 
which are ; commonly. uſed by the Diſſenters © 
for their Separation fron: us,+are ſufficient © 
ro-juſtific Separation from -a "True Church: 


=D -5.2- 0Q wm *3-S vB tn 7 


— 


£2.55 2. OY, E 


T” 
= 


- £5 C 


Þ. > 


NOW if \ can ores Thar the Church. of} 
Jy. ARS 7 


c el ts 3 Ws ou! PRION) : LY ; (nehg OS.” MOTT "IF ; c 
o « F —_ _ of » 5 _— * f wm - 
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| England is a Tros Riform'd Church, 


muſt either Reriounce their Principles of- mY #5 


paration, 'or-their-Reaſon, -- 
The only Argument Ihall here fake wi 


2 ot to prove, that the-Church of England is a © 


{Þ True Reform'd Church,, is, That-ir is 1d - 
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cknowledged by all t Beforin'd Churches: | 
>the” World;.. who 0 all own-her as'@ . 
vifter-; and alſo, by che moſt Eminent of our 
own Diſſenters themſelves.  _-* | 
Mll-the-Reform?d Churches beyond Seas 
do: own the:Church: of *Erglexd-as'a True. 
Reform'd Church, 'and.yet they know what: .. - 
her Faults be in her Aﬀenbliey, in ber Wor: | 
tip, i her. OE) and... Oy FN 
nd this appears. bythe Har Conftfe. 
ons of the:C harches, Colle&ted: and'ſet forth. 
by the Churches of France and of the Lowsi 
Countries: They do receive:and; approve. of, 


'Yihe Confeffion of the Chyrth. of - England, 
Yd call.ir one of. the True Mons. Ty 


4 in his writings | wriſts 
; Fcondemns them. | Da 
Fraiog from ie: -- See Fs fe. %. "46+ "_ 


| Y4od.the famous Cas/aton in his | pile.ao... 


Ung. Fames 1. declares nlazaly, 7h at" none... U 


14. this day 'comes... nearer "the. form: of the. 


'F Ancient C Tak then theC hurch pO: Rogland 


- odpos. * Grotius ad Boatflaer, Ep. 62. ackng 
-- ledp Airy fame : 'To: which I-ſhall add the} 
_ - Opinion of Two of 'the moſt Eminent | 

; Reform'd Divines at this day beyond, Seas.” | 
= The-one is Monſieur” L". on", Profeſ- þ 
ſor of Divinity: at. Leyden, in his Letter to. 
- the Biſhop-of Li day,  Arino Dom. 1680, f 
who wrote'ts him to know his Judgment | 

| roing-our preſent Diviſions in Englendt Þ 
2: 12 Mt Moyn writes him a long*Eetter, which J- 
: —_— 2 = D _ _— 2 

Sts [che aration; If 

-. ſhall only: repeat tome of it : Where was i Y 
=: ſeen (ſays he, after he had been highly] 
| 18 our at men for Sa ik 


Hor the 04-fle al Order of th 

'  Fheſe are never accounted in the de ff £ 
ſential Truths«* And as there is nothing bt} 
. theſe that canſave,” ſo there-is wothing but theſe} 
that can. extlude from Salvation. For +the 
| Epiſcopal Government, what-i there in it that | 
 & dangerous,” and may rea onably alarm Men'i} 
Confriencers And if this be capable of deprivinth. 
' Men of Eternal Glory, and ſbmting the Gutei 
| of Heaven, who was there that entred there fot 
" theſpace * 'x500.'Tears, fie that, for all thi 
"time, all the C hurches of the W, orld had” M 
: other} * 
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x fo be pro a Fs 

7 approved it and permitted his Charch 

| annized rot by ir for fo many Hun- 
Fears, & herefore finte all the” Re- 


| formes Churches & look 'npon the Church 5 
land, yur only 45;e Sifter, but as in elder ) 
' Sifter, how comes it fo paſs, that ſome En- 
.” pliſh-men themſelves have ſo ill aw Opinion 
% T0 at preſent, as pe + at eparate raſbly from 
her? For to ſpeak the ruth," I do "not fee 
_ their ſeparate Meetings 'are-'of "a ; 
- or that one may be mote Comporte 
in the Epiſtopal "Churches. + When 7 was a 
' London, almoſt” Froe Tears "ago, I went to - 
. ſeveral of their Meetings, to fee what way they 
" rook for the Inffruftion 'of their Hearers ;" but, 
Ty IT yprofeſs, 1 was not at all Edified by FI 
/'} . heard one of the mot famous Non-Conformitts, 
4 | he Preached in 4 place where there were were about . 
eh  Fourſcore Women, and a few Mew: ' He had cho- 
| lo thy Fo on _ 
- of Jeru and for Explitation ent 
Y Pliny and o# bur! res Lay Hundred 
.- times: Api did not forget tO-mention.« Progers 
' in Iralian,” *Daro con duro non fa; triviro;.. 
' + All this ſeem'd 10 me wvorhing tothe purpoſe, 
.. «nd very improper for, his Awaitory. 'To*Cay- 
| Fonize themſelves, and" mike" Schiſm "7 i” 
| ave 
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bhave-the liberty \to_went ſuch: Vanities ſeems 


. 


weak to 
rence - 1:do pot-think that any one i 0b 


& 


ſuffer ſuch  Irregularity, 8... 
-+ .The other; Authority 1 


ches do-acknowledge 


. Aſſemblies, 


under the. C 


* . 
v 


wety HUCondutt: And. the People ſeems wery | 
go their mutual Aſſemblies. for things | 
ed to. 


. The 0 ath promiſed.to cite, || © 
is Monſieur, Clavd, ito. whom the- Biſhop of | 
Loxdon wrote about the ſame..time, deſiring - 
his Opinion: as..aforeſaid. - Monſieur -C/awd . |: 
returns him this.anſwer, 4/1 Reform'd Chur- }* 
the Charch of England, 
4s 6 true Church; and I-ſhall. nat be. afraid } - 
to give that 'uame t0' the: holding of  Aſſems- 
blies\apart, "and ſeparating from the publick || 
, 4nd, withdrawing themſelves from || 
* . Government. of the Church © *Tis | 

real Schiſm. We do not enter- into. 4 compa 
 riſon: of your order.,with that under - which we ' 
. - dive, all. are ſubjet..to inconveniencies, ours | 
| have hers, as.mell as yours It 45 enough for 
«s.\t0" know, that \the; [ame.. Divine  Provi- | 
dence," which by an -indiſpenſible. neceſſity,” and } 
by conjuntture: of.:Afﬀairs, did at "the 'begin* 
. ning of the Refarmation, - put: our: Charches 
tx wnaer: that of the. Presbytery," has put yours 
-. under that of | the Epiſcopacy; "and" as we are | 
"_ that you. do not deſpiſe.our ſimplicity, | 
0 neither ought we-to oppoſe. our ſelves igainft } 
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', we will -come'\nearer* 
- our 'Difſenters- \themſelves have.choug 


; void oy impuration +of : Brawniſm.; 4 
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| be 4 true Chuch:of | Chriſt, with which thy. 


#4 and that *cis lawful and © 
- F ſometimes /a Duty to "Wee 
* commugicate with Us; Pay. 


your - Preheminewce. "Gb: both theſe: th 
and a third from«Monſieur:b 4 »e/e;' to: thi 


. fame- purpoſe, at large i the: litters wor 
Dr. Stillingf 


s: Miſch. of Separ. 4, 0% ty od 
Thusmuch for the foreigt Divines. {Now 
&:and: fe: ; 


the Church of England, from whichz 
Pardo: + = 3 S=3F 
' Vieſt then: Several of the Diſſen £00 

: (ns. 


profeſs, before God .atid alkthe World, . 
That {roar bold the Church: of 'EQ | 


did, and would. bold Communian, 


| ftanding. any defilemient-or - unwarranted Power 


of Church Government egerciſed therein, x See 


' "the Apologetical Narrative, P. '5, i © Againg. * 


They. own that our: Parochial Churches are 


. true Churches,” and: thati they can findino 


fault: with the Deapctes”s 2 our: Ny 


If ociah 


Baxter's Defence of bis - eh 

Care,' p.'38. aotl: 4s; : Cofber of Sebiſms 91a. 
| Peaeo-ofering in ' the name” of the 'Congreg. 
© party. Antvo Dom. 1667.1p/10; Trice way 6 
Cone. A 68 A as 40;zand MrBexter 
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OT," 
io-his Edd... HHTPE . has 


is laſt 
theſs words, Tos 


deſign the Devil has upon you, in perſwading | 
Pk of Chet mod Rebigion? beck te 
inkere jaion, which 85 up- 
held: inthe! Pariſh. Churches. of this. Land, and 
. to. think that "tis beft . ra bring them as low 
in reality and, reputation: 45 1508 can, and com 
tract the Religious Intereſt all into private 
ings. And The alſo Mr. Baxter's Ples 


| a | 
od ly, Dr. Owen in his Book of E- 
engl Love 54. acknowledges, That” 
fr TX71 * Church. of eo —_ : 
u «25% rec mee. t 
5-8 | be. as ſound. and. health-' 
s ] pon of the- Catholick Charch, as any is 


1 have now proy'd that Separation from 
2:true Kar bes, ſinful, and ſchiſmarical; I 
have. proved; the Church of Englevd to be | 

a true Church,;.and all: this T have proved 

theig.oun, Writings. Haw. will they 


*Separation, or. clear them» | 
our fably he "Spar | ch ? What 
willy iy hs? Ja .not. 2 fin? 


is:their Separation: from us mat: Schilm ? 
lee lad it is.-not- Schilm: Why, then 
Neg-coaformilt } ny Hon; ger 

_ what 
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of: the Church of England; and the molt'B- 
minent Men of all the - Reformed Churches 
beyond Seas do. For I have ſhewed; from 
choir own. words, That : they do acknow- 
| oy Church of Englevd to be as true © 
ſound a part of the Reform'd Church, 
= ay i the whole Word, an comin 
- thoſe ſeparate as guilty 
OOO theſe _ are as com- 
, petent' Matters Religion as a- . 
ny of Gur Diſſeating Minifters. . Andiam 
enelduetr not Rn ng 
W flaeter us, are ſtrangers 
ks havk no dependance upon 'us 3: and 
Men of more. Piety and Honeſty, than: by 
indulge us in any Miko that bs Relic; 


may be they will ſay ,- that all theſe SG 


Divines beyond Seas; « who have acknowledg- | 
ed the Chiirch of | England to”, be a "true 
maar ane are ignorant .of: the Errots and 
They pn he ha ni ns RE. 
TY ve a little. more Givilieg-than 
Cre char hat ſb many godly, upright Mex, 
bans raſfly give their judgmene of Mat- | 
ters of ſ0-great moment as:thoſe-are' which 
relate to Religion, befare they” were truly 
dcqudiated: with” the 'aature. and diretms. 
DR "And -belides; They 2 
_ ought 

co | 4 *-. 


- ” 


| = | - "C I a6) - 2” 
"  vught not to judge of other Men by them- 
Foo © Becauſe the 'moſt. of their own Di- 
_ 'vites/ are utter;*Rtangers - to the praQtice 
and! Conſtitution of other Churches, he: by 
pears ſufficiently by 'their 6; > rely wy 
. Paration, muſt: they believe. ot to be 
{d't00? No ne Har ccompliſt'd Divine 
calt'be ſuppoſed tobe ignorant: of the true 
ſtate/ang condition of any med Natio- 
' "nal Church, - much leſs” of / "great and 
: conſiderable: an-one- as the Church of Ex- 
gland.” But to. put thisout 'of diſpute, it 
appears before" rhat- ſeveral of the moſt E- 
 minent m_ wyne tone ft: —_ in Ex . 
land: for ſome jan ented both 
| the: Churches oh iddcepiojs;; on" purpoſe to 
acquaint: themſelves with both, in order to 
| giving heir: Judgment. of them. - 
"Since therefore the DoQrine of the Church 
of ' England'is ſound; and. the Worſhip true, . 
- and Government' and Conſtitution of*it' as 
agreeable: to: that /'of | the beſt. 'and pureſt. * 
Ages-of- the Chureh, as any now, in the 
World; let us in the name of :God, lay-a-» 
fide” all thoſe fears and" jealouſjes that have 
fe6&'d'the minds of too many:of - us, con- 
cerning -it , and let! us remember that not 
IE Peace and Proſperity. of this Church 
Nation, aad "e :every particular Mem- | 


*. or” 


2 


ber of it; depends 'upon our Union,-/but of --** 
the Proteſtant Religion all over the' World; * 
Tho? there may be ſome' things amiſs in'the 
' Church of Exgland, it is:not+ the buſineſs 
of private Men,o Reform the Church, or 


diſpute the fitneſs or unkitneſs of every little * - 4 
impoſition. +'Their Dury- is to Conform, at . 


leaſt in the outward ation; and ſubmir'the 
fitneſs of fuch "things, to: the Wiſdom” of 
thoſe to whom God Almighty has: intfuſted 
the Government of the 'Church andNati- 


* . - 


on, they- may . reaſonably be thoughe = =” 


competent -judges of what is convente 
fit. to.be-done, or not to*be:done, than pri- 
vate Men can be. + And'if any thing / be 
amiſs in the'Government-of the Church, or 
the manner of God's Worſhip, they -are»to 
anſwer. for it, not_the People. | God wilb 
call them -to: an account. for; impoſing up-' 
on his People things (not agreeable:tohis 
Will ; But; will-never' condemn us tor; do- 
4ng our Duty: in. ſubmigting to- ſuchi-Go- 
yernors. as 'he:has placed over" us.'+ ZFis 
true, 'there are ſome things it Religion-whieh 
are eſſential: to it, 'without which; _ Men 


cannot -be faved. Now-in: caſe our:Gover- - 


nours' command us. to-aft contrary -to-theſe, = 
ave ought not to obey, fo me "muſt 0- 
bey God: rather than Men: © But *tis-agreed 

WT By f PTR 
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=» et ne | 
all That the Church of E land en-: 
"0 RR  —_ # v0 Ws =o 
| Fs lhe Yom tocnd to the DoQtrine | 
| ne e4orny 5 io  gnd ready way 


- ** Bar Tis a difigule Maree for Men ts. fors 
ſakg what they bave. been all their lives ac« 
cuſtomed 


_—_— Er in 08 06 ons \20-naky 


many honeſt Pea 
lers did live 6-rv I 1n = 
cok porn rig will got believe 
front. a true: - to be 


Relp ee 'The great: kumber that | 
have lv'd and '4in that Opinion, does noc.. 
 finful.- The Dowarifts in 


ers are, and had "tis 
ber and learned Divines 
at the Canference at Car- 


to; they cannot believe thar Sepa-, | 


_ were more AUIMETOUS 4 


+ They would nor fof-- ; EF IBO 
| fer,any to. wan bare Pte 


1 Power to aa che che Coil Mag They 
- a"thew hm bo. ge __ 


| Enennne 


ortier as nor erue* | 

ERS if 
_ very pfetences. t 
--Diſſenters- make for "their - Eparating 


podiypgyour way of Worfhip falſe; our Ma» 
giſtrates-aſſume: an -unwarranted- Power in 
Chyurchs:Matcers./* Yea, and: in" their over 


do draw the more 1gnorant-and zealous 


, aid:--Religionz" as'+ they :do5/4In all: places 


Devotion and:as-inany: of the: People aſleep, 


45/many: wage" tha deceive/himas an 
other -People .ſhall,: --But-:leaſt;' you thin 


learned/Mr. Baxter ſays'of them, (you wore 


i > - he, 


pretending ®to Purity and. 'Godlineſs, they . 
are::exatt Donatsfts, and' by'thar-very means | 


ſort"of” People..to themy: as the Browniſts . 
did. No People pretend ſo:much to Purity | 


_ where they have! their» publick'. Meetings, 

| they+are-fure to-:begin before-'the. Pariſh 
Churches, and*end after,” be--they as long 
as-/they; will :: Bur-yet go in to,one of their 
Meetings, and'you-ſhall- ſee as-little ſigns of 


az-in'any Pariſh'Ghurch in the: Kingdom tor | 
the number.. "So in their common Diſcourſe, 
meny* of them will-ſcarce allow themſelves |, 
1 much liberty as-to make them good com- 

_ pany; for fear they: ſhould happen.to tell-a 
Bo but: yet-in-theit Dealings;- they will o- 
ver-reach a Cuftomer:in a. Bargain; and: uſe 
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F-do-+them wrong//*let . us; hear - what-the 


believe that- he'would wrong them.) In his ' 
Poor Man's Family Book. p. 221. ſpeaking of || - 
_ ſuch who gun into Partics by Diviſions, fays . 


| he; T hoſe ifiidicious ſort of Chriftianshi 3 
an. over high "eſteem of their" own” Underſtan-s 
"dings and , Godlintſs , and - deſtri | 


have expreſly declared 'them ag: appears 'be- 


nt, rd ts "We TA "Po. mem” * pe? " _ Mk - A. 
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made canſpicaons for their | Godlimeſs, inthe 


| ' World, © ſeparate from ordtuiry Chriſtians 
# nion ; theſe: Sefts: have ever bien the'Neſts 


of Errors." And again, ib. p. 331. he bids. 
us -bewure of folnzng our. ſglves' 10" Separate 


Meetings, who prevend to  ſtritfer Diſciplinty 


and greater Purity; who ſet: themſelves up Fa> 
| (Houſly and Contemiouſly' againſt - the Concors 


dant- Churches," ow pretence 'of greater” Purity; +. 
whoſe ' Meetings ave imployed*. in Reviling' 0+ 
thers," and | Condemmning other "Churches, "md © 
paſſing rhemſehves up with Pride, as if nhoy. 
were the only Churches of Chyifh, © en 

But* our Diffenters wil-vay-, «This is:a - 
fcandalous abuſe to ſay, that they condemn 
all: other Reformed. Churches in the World. 
But T-doubt they'agree' with the Donaritse- 
ven in this. :For Iſuppoſe they will condemn 
all thoſe chataccount' them 'Schiſigaricks. 
And. this doivalf:thes Reformed” Churchess 


_ for! they. all:.hold,--that 'Separation: from-a - 
' true Churchis Schiſm, -and-own the Church 
of Exgland fog” a. true; Church,” and:xonſe- 


tly. make: rhem Schiſmaricks, 'and{o . 
fore. 
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forme of them declare the Ch 


ches which communicate Wor, 


paged end if of bers thit you hve fol 
ws, our Separation 


| Pers of our ann, who tell us the 


 gney we wot them believe your ers oy 
: be dereived as well a5 onre?' on 


— Divines of the Church of Exglend that have 


——_— ——— 


Pair 5 <0 will condemn” | 
all Chr mag por yr emo Sw ho; 


of nar ps 'to be ſuch-a Church, and-then | 
they muſt conderan all the Reformed Chur+ | 


rel i ſay the Diſſenters, Tos the Churth 
have a rg ory 


reaſonable: Bae what econ hve we to beev 
you ; .we-have « great many able and godly Minis 


1M 3 
rip certain they cart hath bes the right bt, why 


".-Tanſwer, *Tis-not © likely. that all, the 


been ſince the Reformation, ſhould be de» | 
ceaved in a thing of this nature, as that thoſe | 
of the* Non-conformiſts ſhould ; Firft, Be- | 


ML oem ico ww oaNyconanfug ov DD 2©- Ww.NGS þ 0 -- mo 


| | > tirhe, and many. of thee nor half chat 


ao, | 


Þ.venicntly be had, rilt they ugderſiand Latin 
fr00 000 ein Velen CORON 


{| him. And beſides this, the Gollegs oppeiot 


It of Diyi on Fa bs fri. eel os the 


4 of Di 7. 
are kept ar the 


_—_—y / Borat ; for- 
of every College, none: but {ſuch .are- qua» 
lified for Fellowſhips. This Tutor has. fel- 
dom above 20. Students under his Care-at 


nutnber ; - every Student comes twice a day 
to his Tutor's Chamber, to be inftrufted-by 


-quainting 


CREg 
quainting ther with chen:ſeveral Methods 
_ and Opinions of ſuch vari —_ Learned Men, 
* Phus' Choy ſpend-the firft- four Years, and 

then after very ſtri&-Exaniinarion by. all the 

Fellows of the: College, to: which chey- bes: 

Jeng, in he/publick'Hall for ſix days toge-. 

| hikers ;+f they-be found qualified, they com-! 
rtience Batchelors of - Arts," 1f. not, they are! 
laid afide” till ,ghe next” Year./' After they, 

Have taken- their'Batchelors Degree, rhey:be- 

gin/to "apply themſelves more - particularly 

to the Study; of Divinity, -but + are- ftill ob+ 
liged to publick LeQtures for Hebrew, Greek; 
and other ' parts of "Learning neceſſary for 
that Study';- and: to- publick | Diſputations.” 
And thus-+they:{pend three Years more, 
and then after 7a ſtrict: and publick .Exa». 

. mination-as before, if they" be found quali-' 
fied, they commence Maſters "of Arts, or 
+ Dotfors of Philoſophy. And: here obſerve; 
That no Man'can'+hope to': take his - De- 
arr inde: —_— raters 4 arp be. 
thr y- or it: - No ſuch thing: 

- as Favour in:che caſe, -becauſe- the Exami- 
nations are--publick before all the Fellows 
andthe Profident: of the College : And. be-/ 

Do that, every 57 yorted is to vom 
| in of the | 

on the Laws © of the College, to as; the - 
Conſent 
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Conſent of every-Man, -particularly, -wha' , | 


, has ever taken the Degree of Matter"of Arts 


ny where in or, about the Town, and any: 


| one 'of theſe if- he-can ſhew- Reaſon far./it; b 
{ :5 that he: is «-Man-of a ſeandalous Life 


and Converfation,or of notſufficient:Leara« 


JF iog or ſuch: like;\may ftop"him-of his De« . 


pree. - After they have rakeni-their- Mater.» 


of Arts Degree, thin, is the time they. uſu- 


ally'enter into:Holy Orders, -Some few there © 


Fare, who are aUmicted+into/ Deacons Orders, 


after ' they ' have 'commenced* Batchelors of 
Arts, but theſe ;are few, and: are look'd up- 


Jon but as young raw Fellows ;-ſo that ge- 
I nerally thoſe 'who are admitted: to the Of-+ - 


CG 


| fice 'of the Miniſtry in- the: Church/of Ex- 
_ Y gland; ire Men who have -ſpent 'at leaſt ſe- 


ven' Years in .the | Study. of | Univerſity 


J Learning, in-one- of+the. two-moſt: Famous 
I Vniyerſfities inthe World, . with all che Helps . 


and Advantages that are neceffary for the-- 


arornage of them- in” their 'Studies.:  For- .- 


elides thoſe aforeſaid they*have-thescon- 
Ranr. Converſation-of ſo many:Learned; lg- 


genious. Men-z-: the! uſe of Great:and: Noble 


Libraries, Famous-all-overi the World; (be- | 
ſides the particular Libraries: belonging/to 
cach/-College:+Jn: which are to-be: found 


. many 


LIMI 


"tay Poteof Anciquiey and Anciene Manu 
,&c. aortobe met withany where elſe]. 
and which give great Light-into Antique 
And in cach-.Uni they have Di ; 
vinity Profedors, who are choſen out of the 
moſt Eminent Divines they - have, my þ : 
in—_ ans Dinas Beeres TY | 
Points inity diſpured 0n in the pub | 
-lick Diviniry-Schools, ts which all thoſe Wha - 
defign for that Study ,- are after ſome few 
| Years'obliged to attend. Neither do:theſe 
Learned Men truſt only to'tfteir own Know: 
kdas, burthey+ have: carefully ſettled a.Corf 
Tara 1+ <penpremoerige Eminent Meafſ 
"Theſe and many more are the  Advans 
. tages of Education which the Divines of the 
Charch of Ezglend have above thoſe of the 
| Non-conformiits,'who are generally bred, : 
ter this manner: | A Non-conformiſt Mani 
. ter perhaps, or ſome ſuch Perſon who lives 
obſcorely jn'fome remote part of ed nl 
fry, gets 3o'-or -40' Boys together, i 
he- ceaches: thech common School Learnidg 1 
tl hey come-''to- be oe =» 5h oY 5 
age; and then. inſtead OY 
the - Univeiſicy,) he "enters *em in. oy 
Chamber, perhaps 5 or'6'at; a eg nd 
there he teaches them OO | 
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udgment of the ive Churehy as 
the: Controverſies: between-us and the. Dib- 


"© 133) 
ETFs: Time and Study, S's aiedve- 20 comb: to 
FNC Farce Vnihandng, and [ach wh ſen thw: 
Pet rovde#t-- Cenſurers of others, and 
| leaf render "of the.- Churah's Peace, and ſuch | 
46.676 ap? abba to pieces among themſelves ; 
- | Liſe0s Tis not fo-like . that, theſe are in. the 
| richt, as the main Body of agreeing, bumble, | 
godly, peaceable, tudzous + Ai Bers. 'who have 
\ hadlonger timey and better” means to know the 
BY: 6% Bag Je the Body of Chriftians, even the 
Church, hath more-pramiſes. from-Chrift, than 
{particular dividing Perſons have. See all chis; 
. 1}. jand.more to the ſame purpoſe” in. this Book 
| _afareſkid, writ, by. Mr. Baxter himſelf. /* | 
- t_ S0-that had we no other Authority on our 
ſide, than chat.of.che_ Church of England, 
- *ewere much ſafer: to-rely-upon their: judg- 
 ments\in_ this. Matter, . than on the judg-. 
- ment: of the  Nop-conformiſts; but it. 'ap- 
pears-before that: we have the. Opinion -of 
all the 'Reformed Churches i inthe. World on 
- our-ſide ;. and if that won't tura.the'Scales, 
God, Almighty. .muſt--work :a Miracle. for 
.- their, Converhon, as: he did .for. St.. Pas/'s. 
> Tis þ evident that-the Miniſters of «he 
- [Church of re ee much,che Advantage 
_of. thoſe among the Diſlencers, as to Learning 
who as that __ Fais.00 wayl 
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| "er 139) - 
& obviate this; bit. by dow ul 
ing at the Uniyerſity Learning, a Fe 
them Sophifticel Divines, "who are beat 
Poppy ogy ren gr! ALE = OE » 
See Brown. 1n re-.iip Son of HR 
fate: to his Book. ' And i: hr por 4 "A 


Mr. Bexter / in his Des. port! ap Hp Rs 
fence of his Care, p. 124. 1 Lear 
tells us MoS that Law: - 4 ears As ſtine: 
New Eng Cat 1EPa-. pie rf. Book ap ain/t- Credb 

' rated. from+a nt = <<, i TEE 
on _ —_— of wie BY; | 
Preachers having hu Learnin 

But perhaps: fame 3! our ——> Uo will 
own that our Divines of the Church of 'Ex> . 
z/and are generally." more-learned thats thoſe 
among, them ; (one of 'the- moſt competent 
judges among t m, Mr, Baxter; has own'd 
it; fairly in.bis Anfwer to'a certain Letters _ 
2-18. where he ſays, he has ſeldom! heard a- 
ny but very;good and well ſtudied Sermons \ .} 
io-our. Churches, and onthe other fide, com-' 2} 

plains forages: of the. weakneſs and inju- 

Trcion els,. and ſelt-conceitegneſs of tooma= -+Þ 
ny of the. Non-conformiſt Preachers, inihis __ 
Sacral. Deſert. p: 86.) yet - they - will 'tell 
us, they deceive the People, and kee _ 
all in ignorance for their. own Intereſts; 
they ſhould loſe their Church Promos = | 
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 - Vicars and Curates of all c 
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6. - This NN is 
| many Thouſand godly Minifters as have been 


of whe Church of Exg/avd ſince the Reforma« 
"tion, and who have many of them died Mar- 


tyrs for the.ſake of it, ſhould be ſuch Villains 


as todeceive the People, and dama' their own 
uy forthe take of els Cinoes Prefer: 


"is how can ſelf-intereſt 
xy Lg PET of fog 

"d, 1 t t_ it-not apreeable 
' tothe Word of God? _ boner Pride 
or Covetouſne that muſt 'move them to it. 


If it were Pride, doubtleſs the Presbyterian 


or-Independant way would anfwer that end 
much-better ; for Chat now the Partogs; 


riſhes oy 
& lentare ſubjoft totheir tele ive Biſho 
| ſetae rohernheBie Bits Fe 


or-Government, &c. not even. in their own 


the Cler- 
AS NOW. . 


Pariſhes, without the conſent ofthe Dioceſan - 


Biſhop : Were the C tion of the Church 
changed to+that of the Presbycerian or In- 


. dependant way, every. Paſtor would become. 
” - an'abſolute Bil , and accountable to none 
for-wharhe did. I it were Covetouſaeſs that 


moved them to it, ſuppoſe that were all the 
| Parſons of every Pariſh in Exelavd made the 
| her ac GAESA Parilh according = 

7 the 
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Paſtor, and-all the Dioceſan and.Metropoli- 
tan Biſhopricks,and their Deans and Chapters 
diſſolved, .and their Revenue ſuper-added to 
the preſcat in-come of every Pariſh Miniſter 
or Paſtor, their Church-Livings would be no 
les, but, more valuable than now - they 


'- are.. Why, do they not then ſet abour this © 


change of Church Government as faſt.2s they 
can, if they think'in their Conſciences *twere. 


more agrecable to God's will {o ro.do? *tis * 
plain, *rwould better anſwer their Covetouſ- 


neſs and Ambition, to-pull down Epiſcopacy, 
than to live in this poor ſubje&tion that —_ 
they do. Here they will tell us, the reafor- is 
plain, becauſe the , who are the-Go-» 
vernours 'of the Church. will not: let them; 
wy know the ſweet of a-fat Biſhoprick too 
well to part with it, Lwarrant them. - But the 
Thouſandth part of the Clergy of Exgl/andare 
not Biſhops, nor perhaps never think to be ſo, 
Every one of theſe have a Vote in the Con- 


vocation, and doubtleſs may. carry it againſt - 


{ ſmall a 'number of Biſhops as 27.; were 
they not perſwaded in their Conſciences, that 


the Church of Engierd. as now eftabliſh'd, | 
is as agreeable. to the Will of God, as any . 


- Therefore ſince the Divines of the Church 


of Englandare more Numerous,and generally - . . 4 
: K 2 | JAOre ; - 


OA LFE TE IN 
© ES TE LON 
Wo tl ws 
2 OSS © OE 
re > oF. 3 


* 


. 
% 


- x 
- 
: 
4 F 


0145) 


MoreLearned,and cait have nodeſign upon the 
accotint of Self-intereſt, to deCteive the People, 
tis fer ſure'in a doubtful caſe, to'take rheir* 
words, -and-truſt to their judgments, than'to 
. ..- thoſe among the Diſſenters, whoſe Intereſt 
ir i5 to deceive the People,and make the breach 
between- bs 'as wide as «they can, many of 
them'being Men'of no'Fortune, and ſuch'as 
have no 'Ocher zr way to get a Living, and Men 

+ Who mult needs be loſers by an Union. be- 
tween us, be the Conformity of which ſide'ic 

' will, whether they Conform to us, or we tv 
them, 'for be the Government of 'the Churcli 
of England, either Epiſcopal or Presbyterian, 

. or Independant; *tis' but reaſonable that the 
Miniſters who are lawfully pat.into theCures, 
ſhould continuetherein ſtill, as Paftors of their ' 
own Churches”; '{> thar-the greateſt part of 
the Non-conformiſt Preachers muſt be-laid a- 
ſide ;* for. *twere not reaſonable that others | 
who are as deſerving as they; and lawfully 
ſettled in their-Cures, ſhould he turn'd out'to 
make room for then, nor that Pariſhes ſhould: 
be divided all over the: Kingdom,'to furniſh 
them with "Churches; * '?Tislikely-that ſome | Þ 
of the Non-conformiſt-Minifſt&rs who are bet- | 

-  - tet'qualified' than ordinary, *might he: provi- | 
ded for, ſhould it pleaſe God, that there were | 


. an Union between- us :*Bur many of thera I Þ - 


- - gouby. | 


« © 
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= Inſtances of this king may. 
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doubt, could not; * ſo that *tis'evfdent theit Eos : 


- Intereſt obliges the moſt of them to deceive - 


the People, : and keep open the breach aswide 


as they can. And that they really do{dy s 


_ plain, by their "making the Differences be 
- tween us ſeem greater\than really they are, 
and than they themſelves have own'd themito 


be in their Writings, as T haveall along ſhew- ; 


<d-: And alſo by their pretending to: quote 
Authority for what they ſay,” and either'not 


mentioning the Chapter or-Page where the - 


"Words are'to be found, orelſealtering theye-. 


- Words and Sence of the Author ro ſerve 
t 


cir turn : Tf any onethinkT dothem wrodg, _ 1 


let them-leok into Dr. Maurice" bis Defexce's 
Dioceſan Epiſc. p. 237. 335: 353+ 377-396 


442. 444- how Mr. Clerkſor toprove Epilco- 4 


pacy in'the Primitive.Church'to be agreeable 
to the congregational ar Independant way 


has miſrepreſented the very Words andSence | 


of his Authors, - You may find more Inſtances 


; .of this kind in the Preface to: Dr. Comber's De- © - | 


Fence of Liturgies, 1ſt. part,” And ſee how 


Falfſly Mr. Baxrer has tranſlated Theodoret's 


-Epiſtle to ferve his Zhporhefis.: Dri Stillia 


| his 0i/ehiefoof Separation;p. 261. Andbow _ - | 


he'thas miſrepreſented the: DoQtor's: own 
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it neceſſary, but what has been cid i is ſuffici- ÞJ. 
ent. to, ſhow that. in Matters of Religion, ſ. 

| where the cal ſeems doubtful, andall theDi- 
vines of the Church of Exgland agree on one 
| fide, and the Non-conformiſts only on the 0- 
- ther ;- tis. much- Creneaha the Onan ion of } 
| thoſe of the Church of England, chan of th | 
others, becauſe they'are more numerous, and | 
- generally more learntd, and ſtem to have. leſs 
. . reaſon to deceive us. - 
Toall that has been ſaid, I ſhall only add 
this, That I have taken all the pains that poſ= 
fibly I could, /to-inform my ſelf truly of the ' 
Matters in Controverſy between hy. Church ' 
"of Exgland, and the Difſenters ;- and did real- | 
1y believe the-things Scrupled:to be of much 
moment.han I now find them to be. 
And tho' I for my. own part,. am ſatisfied -in 
mp Conan that there is nothing at all - 
join'd Crane. the Church of En*land, but what 
to God's Ward, and the Opinion 
of > wiſeſt Men of the Church in all Apes, , 
and what the 'moſt tender Conſtiences may 
Aatiske themſe]ves in, if they would but make 
uſe of the proper means ;. yet I could hearti- | 
wiſh that many things were laid aſide,. if © 
Ares pong os Union between us.-If / 


= as ur allow'd to be in themſelves © 


40d Ceremonies, 200 
, ſuch 
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7 Can” "... 

* fuck the, nl wubwrd nor abolith%;-_ 

I bur left 5 Re Tiſereeinn' of enpiy nſtians 

to uſe or not to: uſe as he thinks beff, ant 0-1 
the.Ceremony of Bowing towards the * litar © 
is, and ſome other alterations made, _ Ribs 

' you may- ſee inthe Propolals: offer” ollerd ants; . 3 
q Parliament for the Vaiti ag- of Pro : 


for Separigion, But > 6/9 elſe malt; ou 
chaſe our. Peace; but the. overthrowiog the 
. } whole Conſtitution of 'this Church, tis tas 
- I dear a purchaſe, -till we-have:found another 
to" exchange for, -more agreeable to God's * 
Word, and more conſiſtent with the 

and T rinquility of this Nation; but that we 
$ have not found yer, I am ſure, as is ſuffici- 
ently evident, by a plain experimental Prookz 
which theſe Nations lately; had; *tis very 
well known, that in he late unhappy times, 
when the __— of England Liturgy: Of. 
; M p qgedye we Parties kj. 

ants, -an arties,. pra "d.one 
the other, and againſt eftabliſhi amps. , fl 


| for ; divers Perſons made their own Paſſions, 


Y of Goverament, which others of on pLet 
| lar Opinions and Errors _ 
| fingu bes others rejefted Sm 
lins, as no part of their of Derodiows ; in many 
| apy 
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:foge 0; = Ties 6 akronitgt [ 
7s themielves, ſce.a Bo calld Gan- | 

e Fear, 1646..." 
1. do need. , That we | 


. more _ Dare, and = thaw: in Er: : 


4; for up _—— which HF has ory ns, is 
— - porn {o- conſiſtent with -God?s: Glory, nor. the 
/ Peace of theſe Nations, they muſt excuſe us. - Be-, 
- fides, let me-te}i them,-Their late Carriage in Seot- ; 
land,, has gin great reaſow.to fear that-the 
FeNgion chey.io mach h aft of, an with ſo much 
Zeal, "to ſet up in n this Nation, in” the” 


"ie that never:taughit any to Aﬀront a<hd Revile his 
 aveful Miniſters, -and to burn the Holy Scriptures, : 
'as they have done.now more thanance. 7 pray God 

their Eyes, and picknh their Heart:, nd; give them 
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. #plices bf Engherd, the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup3 * 
Per was laid aſide for 12 or 15 Years together, ſo *} 
* was Infant Baptiſm; ſome would Pray for the King 
= ..- one-way, ſome another, others'not at all. And in 
© that time that the Church of England way of Wor- 
42 ſhip was laid afide, there-were more Errors, Sects, 
* Hetreſies, and Blaſphemies broach?'d and vented, 
*7  thanever- before or ſince: This is acknowledged 
4, by the Diſfenters themſelves, ſee a Book calld Garn- 
" *+ . grena, part 1f. p. 175. writ aboat the Year, 1646. |} 
/ where many of*them do acknowledge, That we 
tfay they) in #beſe' four laſt Tgars (for ſo long had 
Presbytery been, uppermoſt) have overpaſſed the 
Deeds of the Prelates, in whoſe time never ſo great nor 
"*foa many Errors were heard of, 'much_leſs ſuch Blaſ- 
phemies, and Confuſions, we bave worſe things among. 
K#, more corrupt Dottrines, and Prattices, than in 80, . 
Tears before, &c. So that if nothing muſt purchaſe 
Peace between us, but the parting with our Religt-. 
on, and overthrowing our whole Conſtitution, to 
ſet up another, which Experience has taught ns, is 
neither ſo. conſiſtent with God?*s Glory, nor the 
Peace of theſe Nations, they muſt excuſe us.  Be- 
. * fides, let metel] them, ' Their late Carriage in Scot- 
land,, has given us great reaſon .to fear that the 
Religion they ſo much boaſt of, and with ſo much 
Zeal; engeavaur to ſet up in this Nation, in the 
place of that 'which by God's*good Providence is 
. now Eftabliſh*d, 'is not-the true Religion of Chriſt ; 
for that never.taught any to Afﬀront agd Revile his 
Jawful Miniſters, and to burn the Holy Scriptures, 
'as they have done now more than once. / pray God 
open their Eyes, and ſoften their Hearts, and give them 
Grace 10 Repent, , hs Hor cd RENE 
"ns FINIS, 
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